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Let’s Talk About Wine
Kristin Kraft
Join an AWS
Discussion Board
AWS members love to talk about wine. It’s
one of the best ways to learn more about
it—and there’s always more to learn. To
facilitate discussions, we’ve created forums on the AWS website. You’ll find a general discussion board called Members’
Share Zone, which is open to all members. There’s also one
for winemakers and others that are limited to RVPs and chapter chairs. We hope you’ll join one and tap into your fellow
members’ deep well of knowledge. Be sure to check out Aaron
Mandel’s article (page 4) for more educational opportunities
coming your way.
Joining a discussion board is easy!
• Log in to www.americanwinesociety.org.
• On the top menu, click on groups, and select a group
(you can join more than one, just repeat this process for
each one).
• You can also join a group via Manage Your Profile.
• When the group home page opens, select Join Group at
the top.
• You’ll see the latest forum updates and can click on a
topic to join the conversation. Or, click on forums on the
right.
The beauty of this platform is that you
can get alerts, so you don’t have to
regularly check the page to see whether
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National Office Open House &
Conference Planning Kick-Off
David Falchek

The atmosphere at the national office got fun Feb.
10 for an open house. Conference Chair Diane
Meyer and Tom Wallman (who wears two hats as
board treasurer and conference wine logistics
guru), made a site visit to Kalahari Resort, venue
for this fall’s conference, just 35 minutes away from the National Office. Such site visits include a meeting with local AWS
members to coordinate the legion of volunteers required to
guarantee the conference runs smoothly.
Board President Kristin Kraft was there. Volunteer recruitment
targeted AWS members from throughout eastern Pennsylvania.
Membership Services Manager Katie Kearney and I felt it would
be a nice opportunity to open up the national office to visiting
volunteers, AWS members, and vendors.
We outfitted the national office with photos and art from friends
of the AWS. These include a photo portrait of AWS Founder Dr.
Konstantin Frank, famously depicted leaning on a barrel; a
poster from the 25th Anniversary of the Chaddsford Winery,
whose founders Eric and Lee Miller were past Award of Merit
winners; a signed poster from the Colorado Winefest from conference presenter and friend Doug Caskey. The Thyrsus, when
not in use by Kristin, is mounted on the wall. We have a map of
the United States pinned to show the location of existing and in
-development chapters.
The office is small and eastern Pennsylvania has hundreds of
members, so we limited invites to chapter leaders, volunteers
and dignitaries. Still, the turnout tested the capacity of the office. City and county officials stopped by. The AWS’s local banker and landlord joined us, along with the owner of the Mountain
View Vineyards, whose new facility will serve as conference and
competition wine drop site. A local TV news affiliate was there,
and graciously edited the flubbed giant-scissors ribbon cutting.
A gratifying number of AWS members made the trip from the
Lehigh Valley region.
Later, the enthusiasm spilled across the street to the Scranton
Club for the volunteer coordination meeting, helping set the
groundwork for the successful conference in the fall.
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Chapter Events
Welcome to our new Chapter Events Coordinator
Renee
Jones.
Renee
hails from New
Jersey, where she
is a Senior Litigation Paralegal. She
is an enthusiastic member of the
Princeton Chapter. If you’re wondering
where to send your Chapter Events
now, there’s no change—it’s ChapterEvents@AmericanWineSociety.org.
Although the coordinator has changed, the email address has
not. Check out her first article, which starts on page 8. Renee
is looking forward to hearing from you!
Dr. Frank Anniversary Tasting
Has your chapter held the Dr. Frank 50th Anniversary tasting
yet? If so, please send me a report and picture. We would like
to do a special article on groups that have conducted this tasting. If you have it on your schedule, please let me know when
it will be so we can save space for you. And … if you haven’t
yet scheduled this fun event, please consider adding it!
Regional Events
In the last issue, we shared information about 2 upcoming
regional events in Pennsylvania. If your region is having an
event, please send us the information. In addition to sharing
upcoming events, we would like to also publish stories after
the event to share the excitement with our membership. John
Nase is sharing a wrap-up of the Eastern Pennsylvania Regional Conference on Page 10. Please send us information on what
your region is doing.
Winemaking Writer(s) Wanted
Would you like to write about winemaking? We have many
wonderful amateur winemakers in our group and are looking
for people to create interesting articles to aid other winemakers. Topics could also include interviews of our winemakers or
professionals who started out as amateurs. If you are interested in exploring this opportunity, give me a call (216-3372323) or email me.
AWS 50th Anniversary
Please check out 3 articles about our 50th Anniversary events:
• John Hames’ article (page 6) on digitizing the AWS archives
• Jane Duralia’s story (page 12) on upcoming events—she
needs input and memorabilia from you!
• Diane Meyer’s update (page 4) on the 2017 Conference,
where several hundred of us will gather to celebrate this
milestone. If you haven’t yet made your hotel reservation
at Kalahari, do it today!
Wishing you all a wonderful spring—if you haven’t had a glass
of Vinho Verde recently, maybe it’s time. Cheers!

Pam

Davey@AmericanWineSociety.org

AWS in Social Media
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RVPs Rock!

Member Services News

Jay Bileti

Katie Kearney

How many AWS members know their Regional
Vice President (RVP)? Chapters in most areas of
the country have a Regional Vice President that
sort of acts as a liaison between your chapter
and the leadership organization of the AWS.
They are a great source of up-to-date information on what we are doing and what we are planning.
RVP’s donate their time to help build the membership and
enhance the value of membership for existing members. They
rock! RVPs are also the AWS leadership source of information
on what works and what doesn’t in the chapters. Your RVP is
very interested in what makes you happy and what makes
you, uh, less happy! Please feel free to reach out to them
with feedback, good or bad. Or just call them to chat – they
will enjoy hearing from you.
You can find your RVP and their contact information on the
AWS website under MEMBERSHIP – CHAPTER DIRECTORY.
It’s a protected part of the site so you will need your membership log-in credentials. If you don’t remember your credentials, or lost track of them, you can call our Member Services Manager, Katie Kearney (888-297-9070), and she can
help you.
There are a few areas of the country that currently have no
RVPs and we are working on filling those spots. RVP terms are
2 years, so there are always openings coming up. Are you
interested in being an RVP? It’s lots of fun, very little work,
and I’d love to talk to you about it if you have any interest.

Jay

DirectorMembershipServices@AmericanWineSociety.org

Let’s Talk About Wine
Continued from Page 1
there is a post. The lack of alerts made it tough to maintain
momentum with past forums. If you want to stay in the loop,
subscribe to updates. Y ou can do this under M y Subscriptions and Settings on the forums page, or under the
right dropdown menu for Forum Actions on the topics page. If
you only want to track a topic, not the whole forum, open the
topic and subscribe under Thread Actions in the right
dropdown menu.
When you can subscribe to instant updates you’ll get an
email when someone posts. You can also subscribe to a daily
digest to get an email at the end of the day with a summary
of posts. Looking forward to hearing from MANY of you soon!

Kristin

President@AmericanWineSociety.org
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It is hard to believe that this is my second
report as the Member Services Manager at the
American Wine Society and that it has officially been three months since I made the leap
and started in this position. Not a day has
gone by that I haven’t enjoyed going to work,
and I am thrilled to learn more about the back-end of this
organization and start to educate myself on wine. I’m looking
for book recommendations. If you have any ideas, please
send me an email.
The first two rounds of membership cards have gone out.
(Phew.) We had some wonderful volunteers help us with this
process. Thank you to those volunteers. David and I would
still be stuffing envelopes if not for you. I am happy to report
that although there were a few errors of the nearly 5,000
cards sent out, I think we’ve only had around 25 fixes. Which
feels like a victory for me—this is the first time we are sending out these cards from Scranton. I have a list of the people
who called with errors, and we will be getting those cards out
ASAP. We will also have another batch of cards going out towards the end of March.
We’ve had a few people reach out about starting new chapters, including one in Montana, where AWS does not currently
have any chapters. The new Chapter Chair for the Bozeman
group is very excited and already has some local interest. We
also received photographs from the West Los Angeles Chapter’s first tasting, which took place at the end of February.
Another chapter that recently celebrated its first meeting was
the Sussex New Jersey Chapter. They have had a lot of new
members and have an exciting few months planned. We at
the National Office are excited to help these new chapters get
up and running and are thrilled to continue to see AWS grow
across the country and watch our 165 chapters continue to
grow.
Now that I’ve reached the three-month mark as your Member
Services Manager, I would like to start posting more on all
our Social Media sites. If individual Chapters have any event
photos of things that would like included, please email me.
Thank you to everyone who has renewed. Now some fun
facts:
• As of March 15, we have 4,952 members.
• Pennsylvania is the state with the most members—989.

Katie

MemberService@AmericanWineSociety.org

New Members by State 1/1—3/15/2017
AL

13

MD

3

OH

12

AZ

4

MN

3

OR

2

CA

16

MS

1

PA

75

CO

15

MT

4

SC

11

CT

8

NC

30

TN

2

DE

15

ND

3

TX

8

FL

15

NE

4

VA

19

GA

6

NJ

37

WA

3

IN

2

NM

1

MA

3

NV

3

TOTAL

328
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National Conference
Committee Announced
Diane Meyer

November 2-4, 2017
Planning for the 50th AWS National Conference is well under
way! In February, Tom
Wallman,
Kristin
Casler
Kraft , Katie Kearney and I
went to the Kalahari Poconos to make decisions on
the logistics of the conference. Kalahari is a beautiful
hotel with lots of space, and
we are very excited they
are hosting our conference
this year.
We also met with some of our local PA members to start forming our conference committee. We got together over a glass of
wine to share ideas on making this conference another amazing experience. We had 32 PA AWS members in attendance,
and I want to thank each of them so much for making the trip
to our new National Office.
John Hames is recruiting session speakers again this
year. He put our sessions together last year and did an incredible job. His experience as Conference Chair and Executive Director make him well connected to potential speakers.
Tom Wallman is heading up the w ine procurement prior
to Conference once again. His lovely wife Marj Wallman will be
responsible for Wine Logistics at Conference again as well.
Eddie Perry and Adrienne Panuski, P A-Greater Pittston
Chapter, will log in Conference and Competition wines at the
ship-to point, Mountain View Winery.
Hilarie Weiss, P A-Philadelphia Chapter, is our exhibits chairperson this year. She is already hard at work soliciting vendors
to bring interesting things to see and sell.
Dean Scott, P A-Lehigh Valley Chapter, is organizing preconference activities which will include a wine tour to but
Lehigh Valley on the Thursday, Nov. 1. Details will be announced in the summer.
Katie Kearney, M ember Service M anager, is handling
conference registration and volunteer coordination this year.
This is a large task, but I know she is up for the challenge!
Denise Gibson has done an amazing job running the registration desk the past two years. We were more than excited
when she offered to help again this year.
Percy Dougherty, Chair of the P A-Lehigh Valley Chapter,
will be lining up Pennsylvania Wine Sessions and making sure
PA Wineries have a strong presence at our Showcase.
Jane Duralia, former AW S P resident, w ill be heading the
50th Anniversary events at the conference.
Hotel reservations can be made NOW.
Conference registration details coming soon.

Diane

Diane@AmericanWineSociety.org

AWS News April-May 2017

Education Opportunities
Aaron Mandel
Do you want to learn more about wine, or
share your knowledge with others? One of
my aims when I became the Director of
Education was to provide more educational
resources and opportunities for the AWS.
Message Boards
This year we began a program to educate our members
outside of the conference footprint. Our first efforts are new
message boards on the AWS website. We have a tremendously talented and diverse membership, including commercial winemakers, amateur winemakers, educators, viticulturists, wine region travel experts and enthusiastic consumers.
We have set up boards for winemakers, those wanting information about wine travel, discussions about wines, and the
latest developments in the world of wine. These message
boards will provide a place for members to exchange ideas,
ask questions and take advantage of our collective
knowledge. The boards have a very exciting potential but
need your participation. Please sign up, visit the boards, ask
questions and enjoy the opportunity to get to know all of
our members. For information on signing up, see Kristin
Kraft’s article on the front page.
Super Tasting Series—Level One
Last year, we held our first full-day beginning wine education course at the conference. We taught the basics of wine
making, wine tasting and the main grape varieties and regions of the world. Those who passed the exam at the conclusion of the course were awarded a certificate. The comments were overwhelmingly positive, so we will be offering
this class again on Nov. 1—we hope many of you will be
able to attend. Stay tuned for details!
Educational Videos
We are also producing a set of educational videos available
for viewing online. The videos will be brief (10-15 min.)
introductory discussions of wine subjects. Each video will be
in light, bite-sized pieces, so they won’t take much time to
review and can be watched at any time.
We have already completed the first one—How to Fill out
the AWS Wine
Evaluation Form.
This video will be
used in conjunction with the National Tasting Project
to
assist
members in learning to score wines
fairly. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dgjnRmRnsQI&feature=youtu.be.
We have planned videos on making still, sparkling and fortified wines, plus sessions on climate and how it affects
wines, wine tasting and, of course, the major wine regions
of the world. It will take quite a bit of time to make the educational series but we will produce them, one at a time, and
load them up on the website. Our next video will be about
Bordeaux.
Although we have many topics already planned, I am interested in hearing about topics you would like to have discussed and what subjects to cover next. The series can be
produced in any order, so if the membership is more interested in learning about Napa than Burgundy, or would prefer to learn about fortified wine making before we make the
video on the wines of Chile, we can produce the videos in an
order that satisfies your desires best. Also, if there is a subject that we have not considered, we will gladly take a look
at it. These videos are an opportunity to educate the members, so let us know what you would like to learn.

Aaron

DirectorEducation@AmericanWineSociety.org
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NTP-Order Your Wines NOW
Sharyn Kervyn

Deadline to order
wine extended to
the end of April!

Organic, Biodynamic
and Sustainable Wines
featured from the
portfolio of

The National Tasting Project for 2017 is in full swing! The
Chapter Chairs have received the power point and order information, and the wines are available through MarketView Liquor, with the deadline extended until April 30, so please plan
ahead and order the wines before time is up! After the deadline the wines will go on sale to the general public, so we cannot guarantee availability.
The 12 wines featured are all from the Kobrand portfolio and
represent Organic, Biodynamic and Sustainable wines, with
specifics outlined in the PowerPoint. Please support our efforts
in this joint endeavor. This tasting is designed to be fun and
informative, paired with highly rated wines sure to please
even the most discriminating palate!
Questions about the program? Contact Sharyn Kervyn
(856)745-3104 ntp@americanwinesociety.org
Submit Final Scores/Reporting form to Chris McCutcheon
ntp@americanwinesociety.org

Sharyn

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING
THIS PROJECT!

ntp@AmericanWineSociety.org

National Officer
Nominations
Do you know someone who
would make a good AWS National
Officer? How about you?
In 2017 our membership will be
electing the following 2 officers,
for a 3-year term beginning January 1, 2018.
Treasurer
Director, Member Service
Nominations must be submitted
by May 15, 2017
For more information on the
nomination process and the position responsibilities, contact
• Frank Aquilino, Chairman,
Nominations Committee
(Aqualante@verizon.net)
or
•
David Falchek, AWS Executive Director
(executivedirector@american
winesociety.org)
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Recent (2012-2016) Top
Amateur Winemakers

Sharing Our History
John Hames

Mickey Krauss
1,300 Down—
Many More to Go!
1,300 what, you ask? Well, let me
explain…….I’ve taken on the AWS
Historian role, and I’m in the process of converting
50 years’ worth of AWS archives to digital format.
This means that every magazine, manual, newsletter, Board meeting minutes, financial report, etc.
has to be scanned and converted to pdf format. As
of today, about 1,300 are complete (almost 10 gb
of data), but there is a lot of material to go.
Did you know that the AWS Wine Journal started
out being called the “AWS “Newsletter” back in February of 1969? That name only lasted one issue and
it was called “Vintage” until the name was changed
to “AWS Journal” in 1974. So, the first issue of the
AWS Journal is actually Volume 6, Number 1. The
AWS News didn’t start until the summer of 1987.

The good news is that we have a copy of every issue of both publications, and they have all been
scanned.
The plan is to have everything scanned and the files
organized for easy searching as part of our 50th
Anniversary celebrations at the November conference. We will have a PC set up with a large monitor
so you can search through the documents and look
at any that interest you. Maybe you want to see the
letter Dr. Frank sent out in August, 1967 inviting
people to a meeting to consider starting an
“American Food & Wine Society,” or maybe you
want to read the AWS constitution written in 1968…
they’ll both be available.
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Several years ago, one of our members asked that we
publish a list of the “winningest” recent w inemakers.
As newcomers to our annual competition know, it takes
many years to break into the Top 50 list that we publish in the February/March AWS News each year. Some
of those people no longer participate in the competition, but were so good that they are still in the Top 50.
This list recognizes the accomplishments of winemakers who have won
the most medals at our Amateur Winemaking Competition in the last 5
years. Congratulations to these great amateur winemakers!
State/
Rank Name

Prov.

Points Medals

1

Krauss, Marion

PA

4,658

74

2

Beers, Lamont

NY

3,422

59

3

Traxler, Tim

PA

3,142

55

4

Gribble, Gordon W.

CT

2,466

45

5

Gower, Chuck & Cheryl DiPanfilo

CO

2,250

45

6

Oren, Rett

PA

2,236

43

7

Fiola, Joe

MD

2,230

40

8

Stopper, Edward

PA

2,040

36

9

Capotosto, Luke & Barbara Medeiros

RI

1,718

32

10

Roccograndi, Francis Jr.

PA

1,584

33

11

St. Pierre, Barry & Sissy

CT

1,576

31

12

Gauntner, Donald

PA

1,550

35

13

Kampers, Stephen

ONT

1,490

23

14

Spaziani, Gene

CT

1,484

26

15

Mulfinger, John

PA

1,424

26

16

Fisher, Jeffrey & Donna Lombardo Fisher

PA

1,352

23

17

Koempel, John

PA

1,310

29

18

Diehl, Mark

GA

1,308

21

19

Westman, Michael B.

PA

1,198

25

20

Szaro, Robert

MA

1,164

18

21

Piancone, Louis & Madeline

NJ

1,118

20

22

Browning, Doug & Joanne

NJ

1,094

23

23

Schlachter, Mel

IA

1,038

21

24

Seluk, Larry

MI

1,006

22

25

Sperk, Jim

OH

956

20

Once everything is scanned, the paper copies will be put in weatherproof
plastic boxes and stored at the national office to keep them safe. Copies
of the electronic files will be added to the AWS collection in the “Eastern
Wine & Grape Archive” at Cornell University to make them available to
anyone who wants to do research. We do want to make them available
to AWS members through the national office & AWS website, but we
have to determine the best way to accomplish this.
The archives are focused on activities of the national AWS organization,
since it would be impossible to also include information from all of our
chapters over 50 years. If you have something you feel should be included in the national AWS archives, please send me an e-mail and let
me know what you have. We have room for more!

John

AmericanWineSociety.yahoo.com
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Government Affairs
Tom Cobett
ST. PAUL, MN: Sunday sales have been
banned since Minnesota’s statehood in
1858. But now, the 159-year prohibition
will be repealed on July 2, 2017.
The Minnesota House officially agreed with
the Senate version of the Sunday sales
bill, which has a later start time of 11 a.m.
and a closing time of 6 p.m.
YAKIMA, WA: M ercer Canyons, a Klickitat County farm
growing wine grapes, has agreed to pay up to $1.2 million to
settle a class-action lawsuit involving more than 600 farmworkers. When Mercer Canyons received permission from the
federal government to hire foreign workers under the H-2A
program, it agreed to advertise the positions to domestic
workers and provide the same wage of $12. Two former employees filed suit, saying the company failed to notify domestic workers of jobs paying that rate. Mercer chose to resolve
the case. Everyone in the class, including those who would
have worked there if they knew about the rate, will receive
$1,000. Mercer Canyons will pay up to $545,000 for those
claims, plus $650,000 legal fees to the two plaintiffs.
LUBBOCK, TX: A proposal in the Texas House w ould
require all wines with “Texas” on the label be made from
100% Texas-grown fruit. Several wineries object since it
would limit their marketing in years when the
weather produces fewer grapes than necessary to support every Texas winery. If you
see “Texas” on the label, federal law dictates
that it is made with a minimum of 75% of
grapes grown in the Lone Star State. House
Bill 1514 also wants Texas labeled wines to
be made up of 100% Texas-grown grapes.
The bill sponsor said he would consider an amended version
that would phase in the label change at 80 or 90%.
SALT LAKE CITY, UT: A proposed bill w ould allow restaurants in Mormon-majority Utah to stop shielding diners
from seeing alcoholic drinks being prepared. Current law generally requires restaurants built after 2009 to hide the preparation of alcoholic drinks. The new proposal would give them
the option of creating child-free buffer zones around bars. In
addition to relaxing restaurant barriers, the proposed bill also
raises the state markup on alcohol to 88% for wine.
The legislature is also considering lowering Utah's limit
for a driver's blood-alcohol content to 0.05%, dow n
from 0.08%. One State Senator said that they should not
lower the standard because it will exacerbate the state's
"weirdness factor." The new standard would be the lowest in
the country.
WASHINGTON, D.C.: The Trump administration is planning to roll back an environmental rule intended to define
which small bodies of water are subject to federal authority
under the Clean Water Act.
President Trump directed the
EPA and the Army Corps of
Engineers
to
review
the
Obama
administration's
"Waters of the United States"
rule (WOTUS), which is currently on hold after a stay by
the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. The 1972 Clean Water
Act defined waters needing protection as "navigable," but this
was interpreted differently in some regions. The Obama administration tried to settle the question with WOTUS in 2015.
The American Farm Bureau has launched a campaign "Ditch
the Rule" because they claim that WOTUS would force farmers to get a permit for every ditch or puddle on their land.
John Duarte, a farmer near Modesto, CA, has racked up $1.5
million in legal fees after being sued by the government for
plowing under a wet area of his 450-acre property so he
could grow wheat.
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WASHINGTON, D.C.: I n J anuary, House and Senate
Members reintroduced the Craft Beverage
Modernization and Tax Reform Act. This comprehensive bill would drastically reduce the
federal excise tax burden on wineries, breweries and distilleries. The tax reduction will result
in greater choice for consumers, plus it will
allow businesses to invest in product development, improve
infrastructure and stimulate employment.
Still wines are now taxed at different rates based on alcohol
content. Wines up to 14% are taxed at $1.07/gallon; 14-21%
wines at $1.57/gal. The alcohol content in wine may vary
from the label amount within a tolerance, however there is no
tolerance for tax purposes. This proposal taxes wines up to
16% at $1.07. At the end of the last legislative year, the bill
had nearly 300 House co-sponsors and 53 Senators.
HARTFORD, CT: The legislature’s General Law Committee
has quietly killed Democratic Governor Dannel Malloy’s bill to
change Connecticut’s liquor laws. The
bill, which would have allowed liquor,
beer, and wine retailers to sell their alcohol below what they paid for it, never got
called for a vote. Malloy has been on a
mission to bring Connecticut’s liquor laws
up to date for consumers, but the package store industry continues to resist his
changes because they believe that they won’t be able to compete with large retailers and grocery stores.
MONTGOMERY, AL: House Bill 133, w hich w ould allow
wineries to operate in dry counties, isn’t going anywhere. A
public hearing was recently canceled. The bill would have allowed wineries to operate in a dry county that contains at
least one wet municipality. There are 25 counties in Alabama
that fit this description. Currently, it’s a felony for anyone,
even a home winemaker, to produce wine in dry counties.
LITTLE ROCK, AR: Governor Asa Hutchinson has just signed
a bill to allow grocery stores in wet counties to sell wine from
any winery. Previously, only small farm wines could be sold in
grocery stores. Wal-Mart was one of the leading backers of
this bill, since their customers wanted a wider selection of
wines. According to the bill, grocery stores won’t have to comply with laws that require liquor stores to be at least 1,000
feet from a church or school.
MONTANA: To increase state revenue, one M ontana legislator is sponsoring a bill that would
increase the tax on wine. It would raise
the tax from 27 cents to 54 cents per
liter. The sponsor says this will help
balance the state's budget and would
amount to only 4 cents per glass of
wine. The Montana wine tax has not
been increased since 1985 and if the
tax raise was based on inflation, it would be even higher. The
legislature predicts this will bring in $3.6 million in 2018.
TOPEKA, KS: Some local liquor stores are w orried about
a Kansas bill that would allow you to buy full-strength alcoholic drinks in grocery stores. Currently, the beer sold in Kansas
grocery stores is only 3.2% alcohol. Uncork Kansas testified
that allowing grocery stores to sell stronger beer and wine
would generate more revenue and promote competition in the
market.
KANSAS CITY, MO: A federal appeals court recently revived a lawsuit challenging Missouri regulations that limit alcohol marketing. A 2013
lawsuit challenged the state's Discount Advertising
Prohibition
Regulation,
which
makes it illegal for an alcohol advertisement
to mention prices, rebates or discounts. Calling such regulations an unconstitutional and
"chilling" infringement of free speech, broadcasters have said the restrictions have cost them immeasurable potential advertising money. The 8th Circuit declared, "A
theoretical increase in demand for alcohol based on a lower
price does not necessarily mean any
consumption of that alcohol is irreCont. on Page 11
sponsible."
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Chapter Events
Renee Jones
 The Bristow (VA) Chapter met on February
19 for blind tasting of wines with high and low
ratings and high and low prices. The presenter
was Al Guber. Sixteen members and guests
attended. Fourteen wines were sampled in
five flights. For each flight, the attendees
were asked to determine their favorite, which
had the higher rating and which price fit the
wine. After all wines were tasted, a final favorite was selected,
which turned out to be the $8 Columbia Crest Cab from
Washington. Wines marked * were the flight favorite and **
shows the overall favorite.
2016 Cloudy Bay Sauvignon Blanc, NZ
$24*
2015 Ferari-Carano Fume Blanc, Sonoma, CA
10
2014 Mascota La Mascota Chardonnay, Argentina 13
2015 Kendall Jackson Reserve Chardonnay, CA 10*
2015 Sonoma Loeb Reserve Chardonnay, CA
30
2015 Iter Pinot Noir, CA (#1 Total Wine seller)
15
2014 Sextant Santa Lucia Highlands Pinot Noir
25*
2014 Luc Pirlet Pinot Noir Classique Unoaked
10
2013 Matanzas Creek Merlot, Sonoma, CA
24
2014 Molly Dooker The Scooter Merlot, Aust.
24*
2015 Radius Merlot, Washington
11
2014 Ch. du Retout Haut Medoc, Bordeaux
24
2014 Columbia Crest Grand Estate Cab. Sauv.
8**
2014 Justin Cabernet Sauvignon, Paso Robles
20
The East Las Vegas Valley (NV) Chapter met on Thursday
March 16 at Grape Expectations. The meeting
focused on Australia and
New Zealand. 59 members and guests were
present and our East Las
Vegas Valley co-chairs
Chris, Kirk and Mike
provided an informative
presentation.
2015 Spy Valley Sauvignon Blanc (NZ)
$13 (2)
2013 Craggy Range Te Kau Bordeaux blend (NZ) 18
2013 Spy Valley Pinot Noir (NZ)
24
2014 Shoo Fly Pinot Noir (Aust.)
18 (3)
2013 Stump Jump GSM (Aust.)
15
2013 Mitolo Jester Shiraz (Aust.)
15 (1)
2013 Stump Jump Shiraz (Aust.)
15
 The Fleur de Lis (KY) Chapter met on January 21 at the
home of Jim and Charlie Leason for a tasting featuring wines
of Italy. Eight members were present. Before the meeting,
guests were greeted with a 2014 Dogajolo from Carpineto, a
blend of Chardonnay, Grechetto and Sauvignon Blanc. After
the business meeting, we were presented with 6 wines which
we tasted blind and discovered they were all Italian. It was a
good education in Old World wines. Four of the wines were
Sangiovese, with one blend of 50% Sangiovese, and one
Nebbiolo. After the tasting, Jim and Charlie provided a lovely
dinner consisting of Asian salad and lasagna with a 2013 Cesari Mara Ripasso for the dinner wine. Butter pecan cake and
ice cream followed for dessert.
2010 Gianfranco Alessandria Barolo (Nebbiolo) $53 (1)
2011 Carpineto Vino Nobile Di Montepulciano
30 (1)
Riserva (Sangiovese)
2012 Ruffino Modus (blend)
32 (2)
2011 Carpineto Chianti Classico Riserva
25 (3)
2013 Podere Scopetone Rosso di Montalcino
22
2013 Banfi Rosso di Montalcino (Sangiovese)
25
 The Heritage Hunt (VA) Chapter met on November 14 for a
tasting of the best Virginia wines of 2016. Each year, over
240 wineries submit their best 430 Virginia wines for judging.
This event is sponsored by the Virginia Wineries Association.
The twelve best double-gold winners are selected as the
“Governor’s Case.” Over 80 members attended this annual
business meeting, election of officers and special tasting. The
exceptional array of wines was presented by Mike Wassen-
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berg, an AWS-certified wine judge. Further information about
the Virginia Governor’s Cup competition may be found at
www.virginiawine.org/governors-cup/awards#Gold.
2014 Michael Shaps Wineworks Petit Manseng $30
2010 Granite Heights Evening Serenade
48
2014 Horton Wineries Petit Manseng
25
2014 Bluestone Vineyards Chardonnay
25
2014 Barboursville Vermentino Reserve
25
2013 Glen Manor Hodder Hill Bordeaux Blend
50
2012 Naked Mountain Petit Verdot
38
 On January 19 the Indian Valley (PA) Chapter hosted a
tasting of the Dr. Konstantin Frank (50 years of AWS) wines.
The event was hosted by Denise
Nase and presented by John
Nase and the Frank Family (via
video). The Konstantin Frank
family video, filmed by 3rd and
4th generation family members
Fred and Meaghan, was presented to 22 members. The
video illustrated Dr. Frank's
technique for grafting cuttings
from wild grape varieties in order to develop Phyloxeraresistant root stock. It also provided an overview of the soil
types and climates of the Finger Lakes region. The wine list
included some unfamiliar varietals, including Rkatsitelli which
is the oldest known grape dating back 4,000 years and the
most popular grape in Eastern Europe. Saperavi, a complex
dry red that evokes notes of espresso and leather, was also
tasted. The dry Riesling was listed among the top 100 best
value wines by Wine Spectator. The Gewurztraminer, aged in
Hungarian oak, paired well with chorizo sausage. Denise
paired the other whites with chicken satay, crab rangoon and
shrimp. The Lemberger and Saperavi were served with paté
and shepherd's pie, respectively.
2015 Rkatsiteli
$15
NV
Chateau Frank Celebre
21
2015 Dry Riesling
15
2015 Gewurztraminer
15 (2)
2013 Lemburger
20
2013 Saperavi
35 (1)
 In a dramatic departure from most Lehigh Valley (PA)
Chapter meetings in w hich the host runs the tasting,
Jan Thomas and Charles Mackenzie invited Andrea Pedani
from the Tenuta Torciano Winery in San Gimignano, Italy, to
present his family's wine and olive oil. The event was held on
January 15 at Paese Mio Restaurant in Allentown where the
owner, our friend Mike and Andrea
worked out an Italian feast including wine and food pairings. Andrea
treated us to 9 wines and 4 olive
oils. The tasting was restricted to
40 people and we ended up with a
full house. Italian cold cuts and
olive oil on bread were served
throughout the tasting. The olive oil and fatty acids from the
meats undoubtedly coated our tongues and made the wines
seem much less tannic. Wine judges do not eat any spicy or
fatty foods when working. On the other hand, many people
say you cannot enjoy Italian wines without food. The Chapter
was unanimous in its approval of the Brunello Di Montalcino
with a score of 17.9. Winesearcher.com gives the wine an
average score of 88 points, but Wine Spectator and other
rating agencies do not rate Torciano because of the winery's
small size. We tasted these Tenuta Torciano wines:
2015 Vernaccia Di San Gimignano
$33
2015 Chianti DOCG
33
2014 Chianti Classico DOCG
34 (3)
2011 Brunello Di Montalcino DOCG
64 (1)
2012 Baldesarre Super Tuscan IGT
46
2012 Cavaliere Super Tuscan IGT
46
2012 Bartolomeo Super Tuscan IGT
55
2012 Torrestre Super Tuscan IGT
153 (2)
NV
Dessert Wine
33 (3)
 Elaine Schadler led the Northampton (PA) Chapter on January 28 to a pairing of Asian food with wine. This pairing was
enjoyed by 26 chapter members and guests. With a double
appetizer course followed by six entrees that were very well
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chosen and prepared by Asia Restaurant’s award winning culinary team, the big challenge was to select 7 wines to pair
with each course. Elaine proved more than able to meet this
challenge, along with assistance from our friend Carl Weber
(Flemington Central Wine Merchants). Each wine was scored
per our usual AWS scoring scale and each food course was
scored on a basis of Fair, Good or Excellent with respect to
the wine pairing. Very creative and educational! Kudos to
Elaine for starting out our year with an excellent event!
2015 La Vielle Ferme Blanc, Rooster
$9
2015 Kung Fu Riesling
13
2015 Zind Humbricht Gewurztraminer
25
2015 Chateau Cosme Cotes du Rhone
13
2014 Hahn SLH Pinot Noir
13
2009 Couly Dutheil Chinon Clos de L’Echo
35

tutors, Scott Harvey & Gordon Binz, Rusty understands and
naturally pursues fruit-driven, varietally-accurate wines.
2016 Frivolo 2013 Sangiovese
2013 Riserva Sangiovese
2013 Hillside Sangiovese single vineyard
2013 Marmellata Sangiovese single vineyard
2013 Dos Oakies Sangiovese single vineyard
2012 Original Grandpere Zinfandel
 The San Luis Obispo (CA) Chapter featured a blind tasting
of Zinfandel wines from Amador County, Dry Creek (Sonoma)
and Paso Robles on November 18. Robert Henson, winemaker
at Peachy Canyon Winery in Paso Robles, offered his insights
into the wines. Peachy Canyon sources grapes from 20 vineyards to produce about 50,000 cases a year, most of it is Zinfandel. They produce six vineyard-designated Zinfandels from
property on the west side of the Paso Robles AVA. Peachy
Canyon’s Vortex was the overwhelmingly voted as the best
liked wine of the evening.
2014 J. Dusi “Dante Dusi Vyd,” Paso Robles
$38 (2)
2015 Bedrock “Esala Vineyard,” Amador County 40
2014 Ridge “Lytton Springs” (blend, Dry Creek
38
2013 Easton, Amador County
15 (3)
2012 Petroncelli “Mother Clone,” Dry Creek
16
2014 Adelaida “Adelaida District,” Paso Robles
24
2008 Renwood “Fiddletown,” Amador County
26
2013 Quivera, Dry Creek
20
2014 Peachy Canyon “Vortex,” Paso Robles
38 (1)

 Ten members and one guest of the Princeton (NJ) Chapter
met on January 21 at the home of Joe Broski for a tasting of
Wineries Owned by Celebrities. Wines were poured from a
brown bag and the participants were provided with a tasting
sheet listing the vintage, grapes and AVA to keep the theme a
surprise. The wines were scored on their own merit. At the
end, a PowerPoint was shown with photos of the winery owner, the bottle/label and a video of the owner/winemaker talking about the wine. Everyone enjoyed a meal including appy
plates, pasta and chickpea soup, roasted pork loin with mushroom gravy and apple brown betty.
2009 (Donald Trump) Trump Blanc de Blanc
$25
2014 (Drew Barrymore) Carmel Road Unoaked
16
 The Silicon Valley (CA) Chapter’s inaugural event on
Chardonnay
January 21 was a wine dinner at Stein’s in Mountain View, CA.
2014 (Dave Matthews) Dreaming Tree Chard.
11
The twelve participants
2015 (Brad Pitt/Angelina Jolie) Miraval Rose
21
each brought a bottle from
2014 (Francis Ford Coppola) Coppola, Diamond 15
the
California
Central
Collection Merlot
Coast which were self2011 Arnold Palmer Cabernet Sauvignon
12
served and tasted casually
2013 Ernie El Cabernet Sauvignon
23
with dinner. A variety of
2014 (Bruce Cohn) Cohn Silver Label Cab. Sauv. 20
foods were enjoyed includ2014 (Train) Save Me San Francisco Cab. Sauv. 11
ing house-made soft pret2015 Greg Norman Cabernet Sauvignon
12
zels,
grilled
sausages,
2007 (Savannah Samson) La Fiorita Brunello
60
short-rib burgers, and sea On February 11, twenty-two members of
food jambalaya. Everyone
had a great time and one member remarked that the bar has
the Raritan Valley (NJ) Chapter gathered at
been set very high with this first event! We did not judge the
the home of Mike and Jill Vitiello for a tasting
wines for this initial event, but here are the really nice wines
featuring Wines from Down Under. We
we shared:
learned that the colloquialism “Down Under,”
2011 Daniel Gehrs Gewurtz., White Hills Vyd
$25
commonly used to refer to Australia, also
2013 Ranch 32 Chardonnay
25
includes New Zealand and South Africa. The
2013 Hilliard Bruce Earth Pinot Noir
55
Australian Shiraz, Cabernet Sauvignon and
2014 Boekenoogen Pinot Noir, 3 Clone
54
Port tied for first place!
2014 Calera Pinot Noir Central Coast
28
NV Graham Beck Brut, South Africa
$16
2014 Foxen Pinot Noir
35
2015 Pewsey Vale Eden Vly Riesling, Australia
16
2015 Loring Pinot Noir, Keefer Ranch
50
2015 Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc, NZ
16
2014 Boekenoogen Syrah, Bell Ranch Vyd
35
2014 Robert Oatley Chardonnay, Australia
15
2012 Opolo Vineyards Petite Sirah
34
2014 Peter Yealands Pinot Noir, New Zealand
20
2014 Parsonage Grenache-Syrah
32
2013 Jim Barry The Lodge Hill Shiraz, Australia 18 (1)
2013 Firestone Cabernet, The Chairman Series
42
2013 Nugan Estate Stomper’s Cab.Sauv., Aust
19 (1)
2013 Crooked Path Cabernet Sauvignon
30
NV
Penfold’s Club Tawny Port, Australia
14 (1)
 The San Diego Wine Guild met on February 16 for a
presentation by Vino Noceto Wines with Rusty Folena, Winemaker. 42 people heard about Sangiovese wines from Amador
County, CA. Suzy and Jim
Gullett have established Vino
Noceto as “California’s Sangiovese Specialist” following
a path considerably different
than other Sangiovese producers, yet similar to many
small, "boutique" operations.
With the September 1984
purchase of this 21 acre
property and the subsequent
1987 acquisition of the
neighboring 18.5 acre original homestead, the "passion" became "reality." Rusty Folena
started his career in winemaking as a teenager, sweeping
floors at Santino winery and pruning vines in the Original
Grandpere Vineyard. Rusty joined Vino Noceto as Assistant
Winemaker in early 1999, and in 2001 he became Winemaker. Due to his early vineyard work and the direction of his
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 The inaugural event of the Southern Finger Lakes (Elmira –
Corning) Chapter was held on July 25 at the Club House of
the Hickory Grove Apartment Complex in Horseheads, NY.
Over twenty people were in attendance. The educational focus
was to examine wines that were wonderful to consume during
the summer. Gene Losey, Chapter Chairperson for Special
Events and a leader in the liquor and wine industry, directed
the discussion. Six different rosé wines from around the world
were featured. The represented regions included The Republic
of South Africa, France and the United States (Finger Lakes,
NY and Russian River, CA). The group voted the 2015 Atwater
Estates Sparkling Rosé as the favorite of the evening. The
other wines were Mulderbosch, Lavendette, Martin Ray, Louis
Laurent and Barton & Grolleau. BBQ sliders were provided for
a protein. Attendees brought appetizer-sized food items to
pair with the rosé wines. They were encouraged to bring a
bottle of wine to share during the “Winetail Hour “
 The Southport (NC) Chapter met on January 13 at the St.
James Community Center in Southport NC. Our meeting had
52 members and 11 guests in attendance. We tasted six great
20-year Tawny Port wines. After reviewing AWS National and
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local Chapter activities, celebrating new members, and member birthdays, we got into the history of Port wines and then
tasting of the 20-year
Ports. Special guest Walt
Rachele
provided
great
information and shared the
details and differences of
individual Port winemaking
styles. Our six great chefs
provided assorted nuts,
chocolate brownies with red
berries, cheesecake, chocolate peanut butter truffles,
pecan pie, and Vienna mocha chip ice cream, to pair with
each of the Port wines. The meeting attendees had a great
time tasting the wines.
NV Fonseca 20 Year Old Tawny Port
$51 (1)
NV Barao de Vilar 20 Year Old Tawny Port
32 (2)
NV Andresen Royal Choice 20 Year Old Tawny
41 (3)
NV Dow’s 20 Year Old Tawny Port
53
NV Sandeman 20 Years Old Tawny Port
50
NV Taylor Fladgate 20 Year Old Tawny Port
50
 The Syracuse (NY) Chapter met on January 24 with Wines
of Southern Italy as the theme. Led by members of Italian
heritage, Maria Petrulla and Annette
and Mike Riposo presented eight wines
along with regional food pairings. They
mesmerized forty-two attendees with
stories of familial discovery while traveling throughout Italy, as well as a
wonderful cross-section of wines. Food
pairing included native cheeses, cured meats, pasta, mushrooms, and a traditional peperonata. We closed the tasting
with homemade Limoncello!
2015 Tenuta Rapitala Grillo DOC Sicily
$8
2015 Argiolas Costamolino Vermentino di
13
Sardegna DOC Sardinia
2015 Terredora di Paolo Falanghina Campania
13
2014 Feudi di San Gregorio Ros’Aura Rosato
11 (1)
Aglianico IGT Campania
2015 Cusumano Nero d’Avola IGT Sicily
10 (2)
2013 Tormaresca Neprica IGT Puglia
10
2013 Terredora di Paolo Aglianico IGT Irpinia
17
2012 Sella&Mosca Cannonau di Sardegna Riserva 14 (3)
NV
Limoncello di Sorrento
Priceless

Eastern PA Delivers a Jam-Packed
Regional Conference
John Nase
Eighty members and guests converged on the Courtyard Marriott in Lansdale, PA on March 11 for the inaugural Eastern PA
Regional Wine Conference. I t proved to be quite a prelude to the national celebration in the Poconos in November,
with a team of volunteers and presenters cramming a lot of
wine discovery into one afternoon. Thanks to all who made it
happen. The event included:

 On Sunday, February 12, twenty-six members of the Triangle (NC) Chapter met at the
Durham home of Isaac and
Melissa Porter to taste Alsatian
wines. Queen of Wines, the local
distributor that brought us a
delightful French sampler tasting last year, returned with selections from Alsace. Everyone
in attendance had a pleasurable
and insightful trip to a truly exceptional wine region, and several tasters supplied traditional Alsatian dishes to accompany
the wines.
2014 Sick-Dreyer Sylvaner
$22
2015 Sick-Dreyer Clevner Pinot Blanc
22 (2)
2015 Sick-Dreyer Riesling
25 (3)
2015 Sick-Dreyer Kaefferkopf Grand Cru
36 (1)
NV
Sick-Dreyer Brut Rose (Cremant d'Alsace) 30
2015 Sick-Dreyer Pinot Noir
27
 The Walt Whitman (NJ) Chapter January tasting was hosted
by Bruce and Donna Smith and featured Wines of South Africa. After a recent trip to South Africa, Bruce and Donna were
inspired to present South African wines accompanied by great
appetizers and followed by a fabulous dinner and dessert.
NV
Saltare Brut Reserve, Western Cape
$25
2015 Downes Sanctuary Sauv.Blanc, Elgin
20
2014 Paardebosch Pinotage, Swartland
20
2014 Luddites Saboteur Shiraz Blend,
30 (3)
Cape South Coast
2013 Delheim Grand Reserve Cab. Sauv.,
35 (2)
Stellenbosch
2012 Oldenburg Syrah, Stellenbosch
30 (1)

To be included in the AWS News, e-mail your tasting
info to chapterevents@americanwinesociety.org
Please follow the format specified for Chapter Events. It can
be downloaded from the AWS website
(americanwinesociety.org—Publications—AWS Newsletter).
Please include the cost of the wines you tasted, plus scores
or rankings. This information lets other members know
what you liked and what wines were good values.
The regional Outstanding Member Award was presented to
Mickey Krauss for his years of service, winemaking, mentoring
and promotion of the AWS in southeastern Pennsylvania.
An AWSEF Auction—bidders helped raise $1265 in scholarship funds. The next SE PA scholarship award for 2018 was
also announced in honor of Edward and Deborah Stopper.
A Grand Showcase featuring w ines from W illamette
Valley Vineyards, Vynecrest Vineyards & Winery, Waltz Vineyards Estate Winery, O’Neill Vintners & Distillers, Karamoor
Estate Wines, Locations Wine, Deerfoot Vineyards & Winery,
The Wine Merchant Ltd. and Penns Woods Winery.

A 50th Anniversary Celebration w ith Dr. Konstantin
Frank’s Celèbré for a kick-off toast; a video interview of Larry
Edmonson, one of the Perkiomen Valley Chapter founders,
conducted by former AWS President Mick Hasson and current
SE PA RVP Dr. John Nase (It can be viewed at https://
vimeo.com/206782081) and a memorabilia corner with a bust
of J. Edward Schmidt (one of the original AWS charter members from our region) and the Presidential Thyrsus.
Speaker Sessions featuring Drs. J oe Fiola and Gary
Pavlis doing the 50-Minute Wine Expert, and Michael
Wangbickler of Balzac Communications sharing Livermore
Valley: History, Charm and World-Class Wines.
Winemaker Sessions on crafting fruit w ines, red blends
and lesser-known varietals, presented by Fiola, University of
Maryland viticulture specialist, and top AWS amateur award
winners Mickey Krauss, Rett Oren and Jeff Fisher.
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New AWSEF Counsel
Bonnie Lance
What’s Happening & What’s Up Next
2017 Scholarship Process
Our 2017 scholarship application process is in
full swing, with students and their recommenders working to complete applications by the March 31st
deadline. Currently we have applications in process from students who attend Texas Tech, UC Davis, Penn State, Texas
A&M, University of Missouri & Washington State. We continue
to be impressed with the diversity of candidates and the growing number of universities that are applying for our scholarship. One of the most rewarding aspects of being a part of the
Board of Trustees is witnessing all of the completed applications and reviewing them, knowing that we have the power to
help exceptional students fund their education and travel costs
associated with presenting their research at conferences.
These scholarship winners are destined to become tomorrow’s
wine industry leaders and continue to raise the bar for US
wines in an extremely competitive marketplace. We expect to
be able to offer around 7 scholarships in 2017.
Eric Feldhake – AWSEF General Counsel

AWSEF Elections – New Term Begins January 1, 2018
The next election for Trustees will be held this summer for a
four year term beginning January 1, 2018. Per the AWSEF
bylaws, the Board of Trustees consists of seven Trustees, one
of whom is the current AWS President. The following Trustees
will be either completing their four year term and/or are up for
reelection: Bonnie Lance, Karl Starkloff & Jim High.
We invite you to consider running for a position on our dynamic Board which works together with the AWS to support its
education mission. The timetable for the election process is as
follows:
• June 1: Applications due
• July 1 – September 30: Elections conducted via SurveyMonkey’s online survey platform
• No later than October 31: Candidates notified of election
results
• November 3: Successful candidates introduced at the
AWS Conference in Pocono Manor, PA during the annual
AWSEF breakfast.
The winners of the election will be invited to attend the Sunday, November 4th in person board meeting from about 9am12pm at the Kalahari Resort.
Application for Trustee Position
Candidates should prepare two short paragraphs of about 75
words each. The first paragraph should emphasize the candidate’s qualifications (Years of AWS membership, committee
activities, wine related or other nonprofit board activities,
etc.). The second paragraph should stress goals the candidate
would like to accomplish if elected.

Please join me in welcoming our newest Board-appointed
AWSEF Trustee, Eric Feldhake. Eric joins as General Counsel of
the AWSEF pursuant to Section 7.1 of the AWSEF Bylaws. The
General Counsel renders advice pro bono to the AWSEF on
legal matters and serves at the pleasure of the AWSEF
Board. The General Counsel is an appointed position. Thank
you Eric! We are looking forward to working with you.
You do not need not possess any special educational qualificaEric has been a member of the Walt Whitman Chapter since tions, just enthusiasm, dedication and a desire to help. All
2002. He has been a Chapter officer since 2008 and is cur- material, including name, address, phone number(s) and
rently in his third year of the Wine Judge Certification Pro- email address can be emailed to me. For more information on
gram. Eric is a partner with the Law Firm of Kulzer & DiPadova the duties of Trustees, the application process or the election
in Haddonfield, NJ, focusing on Tax procedures, please feel free to reach out.
and Trust and Estate matters. He is Just a friendly reminder to email any photos of chapter or readmitted to practice law before the gional events in which you are raising money or recognizing
U.S. Supreme Court, US Tax Court, the AWSEF in any capacity to Kristen Lindelow, VP ScholarUS District Court of New Jersey, ships at: vpscholarships@awsef.org so that we may post and/
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and or share these photos with others to encourage participation
State of New Jersey. He is a member and showcase your support of the AWSEF’s mission.
of the American Bar Association,
Pennsylvania Bar Association, New It’s no secret that we can’t fulfill our mission without our supJersey Bar Association, Cape May Bar portive donors and are so very grateful for all that you do, but
Association, and a Trustee and Tax if you want to help in a very simple way, please like us
Committee Chairperson for the Cam- on Facebook, visit our website [www.awsef.org] or find
den County Bar Association. He is us on Twitter!
also a Major in the Army Reserves
serving in the JAG Corps with 29 We would like to do our part as well. If there is anything that
years of enlisted and commissioned service. He received his the AWSEF can do for you, please reach out to any of the
Bachelors of Science from Indiana University and MBA, Juris members of our Board!
Doctorate, and LL.M. in Taxation from Temple University. Eric
is married to Lauren (also an AWS member), and their chilPresident@AWSEF.org
dren are Eric, Jr., Emma, Elizabeth, and Eva.

Bonnie

Government Affairs
Continued from Page 7
MADRID, SPAIN: I S BLUE W I N E LEGAL? Y oung entrepreneurs from the Basque region challenged the
wine establishment in 2015 when they started
selling a blue wine. The color comes from adding
2 natural ingredients—indigo dye and anthocyanin, a pigment found in grape skin. Gïk was
forced to remove “Blue Wine” from its labels and
slightly change the composition of the wine. Under the European Union’s wine regulations, whatever is not specifically authorized is illegal. Blue is
not an approved color. After suspending production for 2 months, Gïk is once again shipping its
alcoholic drink, relabeled and now containing 99%
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wine and 1% grape must, which takes them out of the category of pure wine.
NEW ZEALAND: M assey University just published a
study of about 3,000 older New Zealanders, concluding alcoholic beverages are not good for you but being wealthy is
good for you. The researchers reported, “Our findings offer
little support for a health-protective effect of moderate drinking. They suggest that older adults’ health and the amount
they drink, mainly reflect wealth and socioeconomic status.”
I would love to do a study to establish the existence of
healthy and happy wine drinkers who are not wealthy. If you
had to make a choice between having money or having
wine, which would it be?

Tom

GovernmentAffairs@AmericanWineSociety.org
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throughout this experience. Bon Appetit!

Save the Date: November 2, 2017
It will be “Beyond Expectations”

Jane

th

50 Celebration Countdown
135 days until Frank Vineyard Celebration
Save the date: Sunday, August 13, Frank Vineyards! Join us for a BBQ
luncheon, winery tour, Sparkling Wine Cellar, presentation in recognition
of Dr. Konstantin Frank‘s contribution in establishing the American Wine
Society and the Frank family’s continued support over the past 50 years.
Details on how to register for this event, including the price, will be sent
by May 1 through a blast from the National Office. Stay tuned!
Do you have memorabilia to share with the 50th celebration committee?
Please contact me. I am making an inventory of what will be in the
memorabilia room at the National Conference. Please notify me as soon
as possible so that I may make arrangement to receive these items. I
will arrange for pick up or items can be mailed to me at 6136 Plantation
Pointe Dr., Granite Falls, NC 28630. If you need reimbursement for
mailing your contribution, please tell me so I can include it in my budget
preparation. If you want your items returned, please label each one with
your name and contact information. You may pick them up on Saturday
at the conference, or I will make arrangements to return the items to
you.
Details for the opening of the 50th celebration on Thursday, November 2,
are in the final planning stage. Question: Would you purchase a casual
luncheon at Kalahari at noonish on November 2nd as a soft opening for
the celebration, followed by a wine tasting of historic value at 3:30pm?
The official opening of the 50th celebration will be a Sparkling Reception
in the foyer of the dining room area. This casual, relaxed event will let
you greet old friends and make new ones while sipping the delightful
sparklings from Dr. Frank’s vineyards. The Kalalhari chef’s creations will
be enriched by Meghan Frank’s descriptions to delight your palates

50th Celebration Committee Chair
Jane.Duralia@gmail.com
828-396-1601

