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Happy 50th Anniversary! I’m so looking forward
to our yearlong celebration—I’ve already participated in one fantastic chapter tasting of Dr.
Frank wines, and I hope to get to more chapter events. I’d love as many chapters as possible to participate in this tasting.
Beyond the 50th, we have other excitement brewing. I’m pleased
to announce that I have appointed Leanne Wheeler to fill the remaining two years of Joe Broski’s position as Board of Directors
Secretary and Jay Bileti to fill David Falchek’s remaining year as
Director of Membership. As you know, Joe was elected to serve as
Vice President beginning Jan. 1, and the Board selected David to
replace retiring John Hames as Executive Director. A big thank
you to John for his years of guidance. It’s quite possible we might
not be celebrating our 50th if it hadn’t been for John’s perseverance and business sense.
A hearty welcome to Leanne and Jay. I know they will bring some
fresh perspective and energy to the board. If you don’t know
them, allow me to introduce them.
Leanne is a six-year member of AWS and is in the
Hartford, CT chapter. Her thirst for wine knowledge
is deep—she is an AWS Certified Wine Judge and is
enrolled in the intermediate level of WSET. With
more than 20 years of operational and real estate
experience in the business world, she has identified
a number of priorities and is already discussing
strategies to achieve them.

AWS 50th Celebration
Jane Duralia

Happy 50th Year of Wine Discovery though AWS! Plans are
coming together for the Grand Celebration Opening at the
2017 Conference in the Poconos, Nov. 2-4 at Kalahari. More
details will follow in the next newsletter as our plans are finalized. Plans are formulating to begin the 50th celebration
with a luncheon followed by program sessions and tastings
that travel through the history of AWS. Stay tuned!
Chapters Chairs, please take advantage of the delightfully
educational Dr. Frank Vineyard tasting available on YouTube.
It is outstanding! We are working to arrange other wineries
participation in similar programs for your chapter use.
We will have a memorabilia room at the 50th celebration, but
only if you contact me with items, stories and pictures you
wish to share with the society. There will be a timeline of
events over the past 50 years as well as celebrating the people that have been instrumental in the growth and enrichment of the society. What has happened that you want to
memorialize? Call (828-396-1601) or email me.

Jay has been an AWS member for 23 years. He
was selected as the 2016 Outstanding RVP for having helped start and foster several new chapters
into development and growing the AWS in Arizona
and the Southwest. He also is a Certified Wine
Judge and is a graduate of the International Wine
Academy. He will bring his 37 years in sales and
marketing to work on his mission to broaden our
RVP program and foster more chapters.
I’m very excited about the many ideas our Board and National
Office have in the hopper. There’s a lot to do, so, if you’re looking
for some volunteer work, we could use some help in executing. It
is truly an honor to serve you during this pivotal year—the time is
going to fly by!

Kristin

President@AmericanWineSociety.org

Regional Vice Presidents, what are you doing in your region
to celebrate our 50th? We are placing these Regional Celebrations on the AWS website and want to give each region the
opportunity to participate. Awaiting your calls and emails.

Jane

50th Celebration Committee Chair
Jane.Duralia@gmail.com

www.americanwinesociety.org

Editor’s Musings
Pam Davey
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I am so proud to be a member of this
great group—and I’m looking forward to all
the great anniversary events. Has your
chapter set a date for the Dr. Konstantin
Frank Anniversary tasting? A beautiful
video, the opportunity to learn more about
the Frank family and our society, and
great wines—what are you waiting for? And, after you participate, please send your stories and pictures to the AWS News
so we can share them with all our members.
You have probably already heard that our National Conference
will be at Kalahari Resort in the Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania. Our conferences are always fantastic, but this anniversary celebration will be over-the-top. Be sure to contact Jane if
you have contributions to the Memorabilia Room.
Did you know that you can make your hotel reservations
NOW? Diane’s article on page 4 has all the details. It’s time
to start planning to attend our National Conference.
It’s also time to plan your chapter tasting for the 2017 NTP.
Sharyn and her committee have put together a tremendous
line-up of Organic, Biodynamic and Sustainable wines for us to
sample. This promises to be a myth-busting event—if you
think that these wines are inferior, you’ll be pleasantly surprised. See page 5 for more information.
You’ve seen that we have several new AWS officers, but it isn’t
too early to think about becoming a Board member yourself.
This year we will be conducting elections for Treasurer and
Director of Membership. If a Board position seems too much,
there are many other volunteer opportunities. Contact the National Office for more information.
Is your region is holding a wine event? Send the information to
us and we will share it with all our members. See page 10 for
information on the Pittsburgh Wine Conference and the Eastern PA Wine Conference. Of course, send us pictures afterwards too.
Finally, we would love to see what your chapter is doing. Send
tasting results to us (chapterevents@americanwinesociety.org)
and let us know if you are on Facebook or have a website or
app (makes it easy for us to find your pictures!). The Dayton,
OH Chapter just leveraged the Teamapp service to
launch their app—here’s the link if you want to check it out:
https://daytonaws.teamapp.com/.
Whew—what a busy start to an exciting year. Cheers!

AWS News Staff
Pam Davey

Happy 50th Anniversary!
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Help spread the word by "liking us" on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/americanwinesociety
Join our LinkedIn Group http://www.linkedin.com
Search "Groups" for American Wine Society
Follow us on Twitter @AmericanWineSoc
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National Office News

Member Services News

David Falchek

Katie Kearney

A year of looking back and forward
On a recent visit to Dr. Frank’s Winery, my
thoughts went back half a century, when a
few members of the Ithaca Oenological Union
and Dr. Konstantin Frank joined forces there
to create the American Wine Society.
As we mark the AWS’s 50th Anniversary, I’ve begun rereading a book by past AWS Award of Merit winner Leon D.
Adams, “Wines of America,” published in 1973, to remind
myself where the U.S. wine industry and wine consumers
were five decades ago. My original signed copy was a gift
from the widow of the founder the Susquehanna AWS Chapter, one of the oldest in the nation.
In the book, Adams describes how both the industry and
American palate were blossoming as they emerged from the
long shadow of Prohibition. Adams dedicates several pages to
Dr. Frank and the American Wine Society, highlighting the
important role the AWS promised to play in bridging the gap
between wine producers and wine drinkers and, of course,
promoting wine appreciation in a nation just beginning to
enjoy wine.
We are all heirs to this tradition and promise.
As the National Office continues its transition, I have renewed
appreciation for the job John Hames did as Executive Director
and Mike Farren as Member Service Manager. Both have
been incredibly helpful to Katie Kearney and me.
It’s a fun job, but still a job, as I’m sure my predecessors
Angel Nardone and Tania Dautlik would attest. We welcome
moments when data entry, bookkeeping and paying bills can
be interrupted with a call or e-mail from a member. When
things are busy it’s easy to forget our mission and how important the organization is to so many. While I have been
involved in the AWS since the mid-1990s and in the leadership for six years, my contributions pale in comparison to
many of our members, most notably our recent Outstanding
Members Tom King, Pam Davey and the late Les Sperling,
who gave years of work and effort helping build the AWS we
know today.
Those members, along with John and Mike, Angel and Tania,
Dr. Konstantin Frank and others, offer us examples of how
vision and hard work can create and transform our society in
its next half century.

David

ExecutiveDirector@AmericanWineSociety.org

This is my first report as the Membership
Services Manager and I wanted to take a
moment and introduce myself. My name is
Katie Kearney. I am thrilled to join the
AWS team during this exciting time. Happy
50th Anniversary! I have spent the last 20
years of my life in Scranton, PA and love calling it home.
Before working for AWS I worked for a local nonprofit organization in Neighborhood Revitalization where I planned
events, ran a farmers’ market and spent a lot of time working
with and learning about people. One of the things that I am
most looking forward in this position is getting to know the
members. Please, give me a call or send an email with any
questions or to introduce yourself. We hope to meet each and
every one of you in person at this year’s conference, being
held in the picturesque Pocono Mountains in Pennsylvania.
The Board, John, Mike, David and I worked tirelessly at in the
National Office to make this transition seamless as things
moved from Dayton, Ohio, to Scranton, Pennsylvania. If
there were any hiccups during the transition I apologize.
Please call us at the office so that we can work on fixing the
problem quickly.
We are in the midst of what I understand to be our busy
time, which is processing renewals. I’ve spoken to many of
you on the phone or via email and things seem to be moving
along well. We have the updated membership cards and are
planning to send them out at the beginning of February. So
keep your eyes out for the postal person and check out the
cards we have celebrating the 50th Anniversary of AWS.
I look forward to bringing you interesting news and statistics
in the AWS News over the coming months. Sláinte!

Katie

MemberService@AmericanWineSociety.org

National Officer Nominations
Do you know someone who would make a good
AWS National Officer? How about you?
In 2016 our membership will be electing the following 2 officers, for a 3-year term beginning
January 1, 2018.

Treasurer
Director, Member Service
Nominations must be submitted by May 15, 2017
For more information on the nomination process
and the position responsibilities, contact
Frank Aquilino, Chairman of the Nominations
Committee (Aqualante@verizon.net)
or
David Falchek, AWS Executive Director
(executivedirector@americanwinesociety.org)

AWS News February-March 2017
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2018 National Conference

Wine Judge Training

Diane Meyer

Aaron Mandel
It has been another exciting year for Wine
Education in the American Wine Society. The
Wine Judge Certification Program is doing
exceptionally well and we started a new
“Appreciating and Understanding Wine” class,
which took place at the 2016 conference.
In the Wine Judge Certification Program, we had another
large graduating class and saw the 2016 first year class sell
out before the beginning of May, 2016. The 2017 class is
already filling up and we anticipate selling out well before
the start or summer.

November 2-4, 2017
Pocono Manor, PA
Our conference hotel for 2017 is the beautiful Kalahari Resorts
and Conventions, in the Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania. You
may make your room reservation now at the AWS conference
rate of $149.00 per night, single or double occupancy. Here’s
how to make your reservations:



Call 877-525-2427 and asking for the American Wine
Society 2017 Conference Room Block.



Reserve online by clicking the link on the AWS website
under the Events, National Conference tab.



Our group booking ID is: 642



Once you type in your group booking ID, click on Get
Dates and then click on Submit. Follow the instructions
to reserve your rooms.

In order to get the AWS conference rate you must make your
reservation on or before Monday, October 9, 2017. As in past
years, a one night non-refundable deposit will be required.
The Kalahari features 457 beautifully appointed authentic African-themed guest rooms and suites. Room amenities include a
microwave, refrigerator, free high speed internet access, telephone with voice mail, ironing board and iron, in-room safe,
complimentary access to the fitness center, table and chairs
and HD television,
Conference registration will open on August 6.

Make your room reservations now!

Diane

Diane@AmericanWineSociety.org

With the number of students already enrolled and the likelihood of another early sell out taking place, we have decided, once again, to offer a spring session for the first year
class of the Wine Judge Certification Program. This spring
session will take place on April 29th in Virginia. The class will
take a full day and require a tremendous amount of preparation beforehand. The amount of work can seem daunting.
However, we have had several students successfully complete the spring program in the past and move on to become program graduates.
By taking the spring first year class, a student is able to
accelerate their progress through the program. Anyone successfully completing the spring class is eligible to take the
second year class at the conference this November, potentially cutting one year from the normal time it takes to complete the program. Due to the need to obtain space and
gather our instructors outside of the conference footprint,
the cost for the spring class is $250.00.
We will, of course, also have a first year class in Pennsylvania. That class is filling up rapidly, so if you are interested,
do not wait too long before applying. Anyone interested in
starting the program is encouraged to contact me immediately to take the pretest. The more time you have to read
the materials, taste new wines, enjoy the faults and participate in the teleconferences the better.
If you feel like you are not quite ready for the Wine Judge
Certification Program or if you have no interest in judging
but want to learn more about wine, we will also be offering
our Appreciating and Understanding Wine course at this
year’s conference. The inaugural class was held at the 2016
conference.
The class takes a full day and is given on the Thursday before the conference, so no sessions need to be missed. The
class starts with a discussion of tasting basics and elementary wine making. The program then moves on to a discussion of major grape varieties and the primary regions where
they are grown. The presentation regarding many of the
varieties is accompanied by a tasting and a review of what
may be discerned from the wine in the glass.
At the end of the day there is a fifty question multiple choice
exam. Those who pass the exam are awarded a certificate.
A good time, and good education, was enjoyed by all who
attended the 2016 program and we look forward to repeating the class in 2017. Anyone desiring information on the
class should feel free to contact me.

Aaron

DirectorEducation@AmericanWineSociety.org

AWS News February-March 2017

Page 4

National Tasting Project
Sharyn Kervyn
This year we have 12 wines for this tasting. You can taste as few as 6. or up to all
12 wines if you wish, or break up into 2
tastings of 6 or more wines each. It’s your
choice. The average price for 1 bottle
each of all 12 wines with estimated shipping would run around $270 (this would
be approximately $17 pp for 16 people).

Organic, Biodynamic
and Sustainable Wines
featured from the
portfolio of

Please meet with your Chapter Chair to coordinate these tastings and select which wines to feature. The tastings are designed to be BLIND. See instructions on the AWS Website. You
have until the end of March to order the wines for this tasting,
while they are allocated to us, so please plan ahead!
Your Chapter Chair will be given a copy of the Power Point
Presentation (which is best on a laptop/monitor or it can be
printed out), along with the Scoring Sheet and reporting form.
This packet will include all of the specification sheets on the
wines and background information. This information will be
sent to the Chapter Chairs by early February 2017 at the latest.
Your Chapter Chair will also be given contact information to
order all of the wines and an “order of pouring” for the blind
tasting along with a shipping chart to see how the wine will be
getting to you.
All the wines are available through MarketView Liquors online,
there is a tab on their home page “AWS NTP” for ease of ordering. There will be an Excel spreadsheet with ordering information for the states where MarketView cannot ship. This file
also contains the reporting form.
For Questions about the program:
Sharyn Kervyn (856)745-3104
To Submit the Final Scores/Reporting form:
Chris McCutcheon — ntp@americanwinesociety.org

Please consider hosting
the 2017 National Tasting
Project

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THIS PROJECT!

Sharyn

ntp@AmericanWineSociety.org
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Top 50 Amateur Winemakers
The 2016 Amateur Winemaking Competition awarded 12 double gold, 33 gold, 53 silver and 150 bronze medals. This list below shows the top 50 winemakers in many years of our annual competitions. The cumulative points are calculated by giving
100 points for each gold medal, 58 for each silver and 34 for each bronze. Points have been accumulating since 1975 when
our records begin. Thanks to Mickey Krauss for compiling this list. Congratulations to these amateur winemakers!
2015 2016

State/ Cum. 2015 2016

State/ Cum.

Prov. Points Rank Rank Name

Rank Rank Name

Prov. Points

1

1

Krauss, Marion

PA

8,826

24

26

Hauser, Jeff

OH

3

2

Oren, Rett

PA

7,654

27

27

LaPointe, William

PA

1,948

2

3

Gauntner, Donald

PA

7,488

28

28

Deman, John

ONT

1,934

4

4

Beers, Lamont

NY

6,166

29

29

Bubb, Scott

PA

1,928

5

5

Traxler, Tim

6

6

Kampers, Stephen

7

7

Stopper, Edward

8

8

Spaziani, Gene

2,096

PA

6,088

30

30

Nettles, Donnie R. & Betty

FL

1,904

ONT

5,424

31

31

Sperling, Leslie

PA

1,892

PA

5,340

32

32

Frellsen, David & Betty

AR

1,830

5,148

36

33

Westman, Michael B.

PA

1,802

37

34

Schlachter, Mel

IA

1,720

33

35

Steinacker, Warren

PA

1,644

34

36

Cobett, Jan & Tom

OH

1,582

35

37

Maimone, Thomas P.

NJ

1,570

42

38

Koempel, John

PA

1,548

CT

9

9

Fiola, Joe

MD

4,968

11

10

Gribble, Gordon W.

CT

4,630

10

11

St. Pierre, Barry & Sissy

CT

4,548

12

12

Shulman, Eli

MD

3,784

15

13

Gower, Chuck & Cheryl DiPanfilo

CO

3,198

14

14

Capotosto, Luke & Barbara Medeiros

RI

3,184

13

15

Browning, Doug & Joanne

NJ

3,158

38

39

Chirichillo, Dominick

NJ

1,476

39

40

Calcagni, Dominick

NY

1,432

59

41

Fisher, Jeffrey & Donna Lombardo

PA

1,420

40

42

Wilen, Bill

OH

1,404

16

16

Szaro, Robert

MA

2,832

17

17

Petuskey, Tom

NJ

2,574

18

18

Mikals, Jack

OH

2,542

41

43

Shively, Carl

NY

1,342

23

19

Piancone, Louis & Madeline

NJ

2,424

54

44

Diehl, Mark

GA

1,308

45

Knap, James

VA

1,248

19

20

Sperk, Jim

OH

2,348

43

20

21

Klapetzky, Jan

NY

2,248

44

46

Coombs, Fred

PA

1,240

21

22

Furfaro, Darrell

PA

2,238

45

47

Kirkpatrick, Jim

PA

1,230

22

23

Seluk, Larry

MI

2,210

46

48

Hastings, Charles

FL

1,200

26

24

Roccograndi, Francis Jr.

PA

2,186

47

49

Herold, Robert

CT

1,168

25

25

Mulfinger, John

PA

2,178

48

50

Harrington, Geoff

PA

1,124

Hal Kohn
Obituary

Hal was born on Nov. 9, 1920, and died peacefully in West
Columbia, SC, on Dec. 25, 2016. He received a BS in Geography from UNC-Chapel Hill and worked for the U.S. Geological Service in Washington, DC. He then served 4 years in the
Air Force.

After his service, he returned to Newberry, SC, where he
owned and operated Verna & Hal Kohn Gifts and Flowers. In
1953 he moved to Columbia and changed careers to join
It is with great sadness that we share the Carolina Life Insurance Company. He specialized in Medical
news of the passing of our friend and Underwriting and Home Office Administration. Hal also
colleague Hal Kohn.
worked for Southland Life, Palmetto State Life and the South
Carolina Department of Insurance.
Hal was one of the founding members of
the American Wine Society in 1967 and Hal loved music and sang in community and church choirs for
also a founding member of the Bill Tuller 67 years. He enjoyed playing tennis, served as President of
Chapter in South Carolina.
the Rotary Club and on the board of Lutheridge. Other lifelong passionate interests were cooking, the art of bonsai,
He planned wine conventions and events landscaping and plant propagation, floral arranging and esnationally and locally and won multiple pecially foreign travel.
national and local awards for his winemaking. He received the AWS Outstand- A renowned winemaker, Hal was instrumental in founding the
ing Member award in 1996.
S.C. Bacchus Wine Society, the Columbia AWS Chapter, the
Columbia Grand Cru Society and the Midlands Wine Society.
His contributions toward the advancement of wine education
and the understanding of fine wines are great and many, and Hal was married to the late Charlotte Schroeder Kohn for 67
he will be remembered as one of the guiding lights in Colum- years. He is survived by 3 children, 6 grandchildren and 6
bia, South Carolina's wine community.
great grandchildren.
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Government Affairs
Tom Cobett
Sacramento, CA: Assembly Bill 2172
(Jones) permits individuals to bring beer
they made at home into an ABC licensed
club, restaurant, bar, brewpub
or beer manufacturer premises,
but only in conjunction with a
home brewers club meeting or
home brewed beer competition. Club members may
also exchange and consume home brewed beer at
a club meeting or competition. Patrons who are not
club members must not consume any home brewed beer. I
wonder if this same provision exists for wines made at home?
Springfield, IL: I llinois permits out-of-state wineries to
ship to Illinois consumers, but it prohibits shipping beer or
spirits into Illinois. Their logic is based on the 21st Amendment, which repealed the 18th Amendment, which
prohibited the "manufacture, sale, or transportation
of intoxicating liquors" within the U.S. The 21st
Amendment specifically permitted the states to regulate the transportation of alcohol— "The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or possession of the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is
hereby prohibited." The 21st Amendment requires that any
transportation or importation of alcohol into Illinois must
comply with Illinois law.
In 2005, the U.S. Supreme Court said that if in-state wineries
can sell directly to consumers, then out-of-state wineries
must also be allowed to. State laws to the contrary were
deemed to be unconstitutional restrictions on interstate commerce. In response to the Supreme Court decision, Illinois
created a "winery shipper's license." An out-of-state winery
with this license "may ship, for personal use and not for resale, not more than 12 cases of wine per year to any resident
of this State who is 21 years of age or older." The container
must say "CONTAINS ALCOHOL," and it must be signed for by
someone who's at least 21. And, Illinois will want the excise
taxes to be paid.
That's why only wine can be shipped into Illinois. And only
from wineries and not from a retailer or online liquor store.
Anyone caught making illegal shipments will be charged with
a felony offense.
Oklahoma City, OK: Liquor store ow ners have filed a
court challenge to State Question 792, which would legalize
wine sales in grocery stores in 2018. The
group is seeking a court order to stop the
Oklahoma ABLE Commission from implementing the many changes to state alcohol
laws that are part of SQ 792. They argue
that SQ 792 is unconstitutional under the Fourteenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, which guarantees equal protection for all under the law.
Lansing, MI: M ichigan’s Legislature has passed SB 1088.
This bill prevents Michigan’s residents from buying wine from
out-of-state wine stores, internet wine retailers, wine clubs
and auction houses. Michigan consumers
are now forbidden from buying wine from
any retailer except in-state wine stores.
Michigan used to have this same law on the
books and it was ruled unconstitutional in a
Michigan Federal court in 2008. Governor
Rick Snyder is not guaranteed to sign the bill. If you are a
resident of Michigan, tell the governor to veto SB 1088 – the
Wine Shipping Bill.
Quebec, Canada: The W ine I nstitute has filed objections with the Québec Premier in response to a new law and
proposed regulations allowing “small scale”
wine producers to sell directly into the province’s grocery and convenience stores without
paying a mark-up or obtaining pre-approval of

AWS News February-March 2017

labels. These benefits provided to Québec's winemakers discriminate against imported wine and put them at a significant
competitive disadvantage. As such, the new laws and proposed regulations are inconsistent with Canada’s national
treatment obligations under General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) and North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA).
Wine Institute urged Québec to allow for the sale of imported
wines in grocery and convenience stores, to eliminate the
mark-up exemption for Québec small scale wineries, to allow
a wine's origin to be stated on the label and to require that
the governmental body that pre-approves labels imposes the
same requirements on all wine sold in those stores.
Canada is the #1 export country for California wines, accounting for $461 million or 29 percent of the value of U.S. wine
exports in 2015.
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Congress passed California w ater infrastructure legislation (S. 612/
H.R. 2028) recently which included important provisions addressing the ongoing California drought. The provisions
will free up more water to be sent to
farmers in the Central Valley and will
streamline and fund the approval process for water storage, reuse and desalination projects around
the state.
Columbus, OH: Ohio House Bill 444, if signed by Gov.
John Kasich, would allow businesses to give away free samples of beer and alcohol. Under existing law, permit-holders
must charge customers for drinks, even if they don’t meet
with the customer’s taste. Ohio wineries,
however, are not included in the new freesamples legislation—and that was at their
request. Nearly all Ohio wineries already
sell samples of their wines in their tasting
rooms, so giving away free two-ounce
samples didn’t make sense to winery owners. Donniella
Winchell, Executive Director of the Ohio Wine Producers Association, said she supported the legislation with the wineries’
exclusion.
“Our concern was over the expense of it,” said Lee Klingshirn,
co-owner of Klingshirn Winery in Avon Lake and a Legislative
Liaison for the Ohio Wine Producers Association. “We’d be
giving away bottles of wine and that adds up over time.”
“Opting out was the right thing to do,” said Mark Zdobinski of
the Olde Schoolhouse Vineyard & Winery in Preble County
west of Dayton. “The amount of money lost on the tastings
would have to be returned by increasing bottle prices. It’s
more fair for the customers to pay for the tastings separately,
in order to keep the bottle prices reasonable.”
Meanwhile in Europe, it is no secret that w ine producers receive government support. How much money do they
get? The authors of a recent university
study say that in 2011 and 2012, the
average EU vineyard received 700 euros
per hectare ($1450 per acre) of government support. Austria, France, Cyprus
and Germany got more than 1000 euros
per hectare ($2070 per acre). That's
more money in government support than
most non-premium U.S. vintners make
from selling their grapes.
If you break the support down to euros per liter of finished
wine, Austrian vineyards get a massive $0.37/liter of wine
produced. Those in Slovakia get about $0.26, in Slovenia they
get about $0.18 and France gets about $0.16. Grape growers
in Greece are at the bottom of the economic handouts with
about $0.11/liter of wine.
When you consider that the average price for a bottle of wine
in the EU is about $7.00, the grape growers are being subsidized at 1.5% to 5.5% of the selling price of the wine.

Tom

GovernmentAffairs@AmericanWineSociety.org
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Chapter Events
Joe Broski
 The Bristow (VA) Chapter met on November
21 for tasting of wines for Thanksgiving, presented by Al Guber.
Sixteen members and
guests were in attendance. Thirteen wines
were sampled, matching each with a variety
of Thanksgiving foods (turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, cranberries,
gravy and pumpkin-spice soup. The
Oregon Pinot Noir was the favorite allaround choice for Thanksgiving, with
the Traminette a close second. Finally, two dessert wines
were tasted with pumpkin pie. The late harvest Moscato was
the crowd pleaser with the pie.
NV
Gruet Blanc de Noir, New Mexico
$15 (3)
2014 Effingham Chambourcin Rose, Virginia
24
2014 Bougrier Sauvignon Blanc, Loire, France
12
2014 Effingham Traminette, Virginia
24 (2)
2014 Mer Soleil Silver Unoaked Chard, Monterey 20
2014 Konstantin Frank Dry Riesling, Finger Lakes 25
2014 Coelho Altracao Pinot Noir, Williamette Vly 19 (1)
2016 Dom Pignard Beaujolais, France
12
2004 Meiomi Pinot Noir Central Coast, CA
17 (4)
2014 Columbier Vacqueyras, Rhone Vly, France 18
2014 Inconspicuous Zinfandel, Sonoma, CA
20
2003 Late Harvest Riesling, Germany
NV
EOS Paso Robles “Tears of Dew”
22
Late Harvest Moscato
 The Cleveland (OH) Chapter held a gala holiday tasting at
the Aurora VFW in December. Hosts David/Stacey Sullivan,
Tom/Kathy Prorok, Greg/Laura
Davis and Bill/Pam Davey selected sparkling wines made in 8
different
countries/areas
and
produced from a variety of
grapes for the tasting. All the
wines were good, as were the
excellent hearty appetizers that
we shared after the formal tasting.
Lake Chalice Cracklin Savie, Marlborough, NZ
$17
Anna de Cordorniu Brut Rose, Spain
13 (1)
Szigeti Gruner Veltliner Brut, Austria
18
Enza Prosecco, DOC, Italy
13 (2)
Charles Duret Cremant de Bourgogne, France
19 (3)
2012 Argyle Vintage Brut, Oregon
25
Roederer Estate Brut, Anderson Valley CA
22 (1)
2013 Gerard Bertrand Cuvee Thomas Jefferson 15
Cremant de Limoux Brut
 The Detroit (MI) Chapter met on December 10 for their
annual Holiday Tasting of sparkling wines
and member made hors d’oeuvres at the
home of Sherry and Roy Nesler. The
wines were selected and served by Jackie
and Frank Carson. The hors d’oeuvres
demonstrated the culinary skills of our
members. This year the winners were:
First:
Bernd Mueller
Second: Sherry Nesler
Third:
Ann Marolla
It was a splendid start to the holiday season and much enjoyed by all.
Aubert et Fils Brut Champagne
$29
Charles de Cazanove 1er Cru Brut Champagne
40
Andre Clouet Bouzy Grand Cru Grand Silver
43
Label Nature Brut Champagne
Andre Clouet Bouzy Grand Cru
43
Reserve Brut Champagne
Laurent-Perrier Brut Champagne
40
Piper Heidsieck Brut Champagne
40
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 The Keuka (Finger Lakes, NY) Chapter met on October 30
at the home of Evelyn Rozanski for a sampling of Italian Tuscan wines from the Chianti region. There were 17 in attendance, including 4 guests. The hostess led the formal program,
which included the history and evolution of the Chianti region,
discussion of the regulations, and recipe for wine consistency. In addition to the Chianti Classico,
with its distinctive Black Rooster logo,
there are 7 other Chianti sub-regions:
Montalbano, Coli Fiorentini, Montespertoli,
Rufina (not to be confused with the Ruffino wine-producing family in the region),
Colli Senesi, Colline Pisane and Colli Aretini. Wines listed as just Chianti indicate
that the grapes may come from anywhere
in the Chianti region. High-end Riserva
wines are aged longer in oak and may be cellared longer. To
complement the Chianti theme, the entrée of pasta, homemade sauce, and Italian sausage with peppers and onions was
served. Members contributed side dishes and desserts, including cannoli! None of these wines came in the iconic straw basket (in Italian called Fiasco) but rather the more typical Bordeaux-shaped bottle. As a fun note, Giovanni da Verrazzano,
discoverer of North America, was born in the manor house in
1485, location of wine #3.
2011 Monsanto Classico Riserva
$20
2013 Barone Ricasoli Brolio Chianti Classico
20
2013 Castello di Verrazzano Vendemmia
22
Classico Riserva
2014 Fattoria di Basciano Rufina
13
2011 Torraiolo Classico Riserva
15
2014 Fattoria del Cerro, Colli Senes
10
2013 Castello di Albola, Radda, Chianti Classico 14
2013 Toscolo Chianti
8
2014 Cetamura Coltibuono Chianti
9
 Thirty-two members of the Lehigh Valley (PA) Chapter
gathered at the Nostos Greek Restaurant in Allentown, PA, on
November 27 for a Champagne and Sparkling wine tasting
hosted by Nancy Bleam and Rene
Rodriguez. The premise was a
blind tasting in which a wellknown Champagne was paired
with a non-Champagne sparkling
wine in order to see if Lehigh
Valley Chapter members could
pick out the real Champagne. All
the Champagnes and pretenders
scored 90 points or higher. Palates were readied with an ice
breaker of Riondo Prosecco Brut
from the Veneto. The highest
scoring wine was a Champagne,
the Piper Heidsieck Cuvee Brut
and the lowest scoring wine was
a
non-Champagne,
Freixenet
Cordon Negro. The point spread
was very small indicating that the
members liked the non-Champagne sparkling wines nearly as
much as the Champagne. Another Champagne, Perrier Jouet
Grand Brut also came in second place, but was tied by the
second place Bellavista from Franciacorta, Italy.
Veuve Clicquot Ponsardin Brut
40 (3)
Santa Margharita Prosecco Brut (Veneto, Italy) 17
2b. Freixenet Cordon Negro Brut (Penedes, Spain) 8
2a. Perrier Jouet Grand Brut
40 (2)
3a. Nicolas Feuilette Brut Reserve
27
3b. JJ Vincent Cremant de Bourgogne (Burgundy) 17 (3)
4b. Bellavista 'Alma' Cuvee Brut (Franciacorta)
27 (2)
4a. Henriot Souverain Brut
38
5a. Piper Heidsieck Cuvee Brut
40 (1)
5b. Roederer Estate Brut (Napa, California)
21
 The Meadowlands (NJ) Chapter held its 3nd annual Christmas/Holiday Party on Friday
December 2 at the Fiesta Catering hall in Wood-Ridge, NJ.
This Chapter, which almost
disbanded three years ago,
now boasts almost 70 members and is now the largest
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Chapter in NJ. Food for the evening included a buffet meal,
martini mashed potato & potato pancake stations, carving
stations and dessert stations. The Fiesta allowed us to bring
our own wine and everyone enjoyed wines from around the
world. A specialty cake was
made by the Chapter Treasurer
Denise Grinner (the woman
has skills). AWS Regional VP
Danny Klein was in attendance
and did the honor of opening
the first bottle of sparkling
wine by saber, a yearly tradition. Great Job Danny—BTW
the waiter’s eye is almost
healed. The almost 80 people
of members, family and friends in attendance danced the
night away to almost midnight. As an added bonus, there was
a photo booth, courtesy of our First Lady Cherilyn Martinez.
Everyone enjoyed it and judging by some of the pictures they
loved it. A portion of the proceeds from the evening were donated to start the Meadowlands Chapter AWSEF. On behalf of
Chapter President Angel Martinez, Cheers and Salute to all of
our brother and sister fellow lovers of wine.

2013 Quivera, Dry Creek
2014 Peachy Canyon “Vortex”-Paso Robles

20
38 (1)

 The Southport NC Chapter met on Friday, November 18, at
the St. James Community Center, in Southport NC. Our meeting had 63 members and 7 guests in attendance. We tasted a
family of wines from Stags’
Leap Winery (Napa). After reviewing AWS National and local
Chapter activities, celebrating
new members and member
birthdays, we got into the history of the winery and then
tasting the wines. We had single varietal or blends of Viognier, Chardonnay, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and Petite
Sirah grapes. Our 6 great chefs
provided New England Clam
Chowder, Gouda Cheese, Smoked Pulled Pork, Assorted Chocolate, Pot Roast and Eggplant topped with Ricotta and Spinach
appetizers to pair with each of the wines. The attendees had a
great time tasting the wines.
2013 Stags’ Leap Cabernet Sauvignon
$47 (1)
2012 Stags’ Leap ‘The Investor’ Red Blend
43 (2)
2015 Stags’ Leap Viognier
24 (3)
2013 Stags’ Leap Petite Sirah
33
2013 Stags’ Leap Merlot
30
2014 Stags’ Leap Chardonnay
25

 The Northampton (PA) Chapter had a Wine and Food Tribute to Ned Huber on November 20, at Tre Scalini Restaurant.
The event was organized by Don Appleton in memory of Ned
who passed earlier in 2016. Brunello was one of Ned’s favorite
wines and Tre Scalini one of his
favorite
BYOB
restaurants—a
great setting for this tasting  The Springfield (OH) Chapter held a “Throwdown at Seasons Bistro and Grill” in Janwhich featured wines selected
uary. Chef Doug McGregor
and purchased by Ned. With 25
prepared 5 small plate courschapter members attending, evees and each course was
ryone joined in a toast to Ned
paired with a 2 oz. pour of
then tasted and enjoyed these
wine and a 3 oz. pour of
fabulous wines all from the 2010
beer. The wines were selectvintage. It was agreed that the
ed and presented by Sara
2010 Brunello vintage is living up
Nilsson of VanGuard Wines
to its rave reviews as a 98 point rating from Robert Parker
and the beers paired and
and Wine Spectator. There were many accolades for the wines
presented by Brandon Kunkle
as evidenced by 18, 19 and 20 point scores for several of the
of Cavalier Distributing. The
wines. The tasting was followed by an excellent Italian cuisine
attendees voted after each
dinner prepared by Tre Scalini Chef Santo which provided a
course on whether the beer or wine was the better pairperfect complement to the wines.
ing.The menu:
Capanne Ricci
$59
 Bibb lettuce with citrus supremes, cheddar curds,
Tenuta di Sesta
33
toasted almonds and a honey vinaigrette
Castiglion del Bosco
51
Caparzo
40
 Pork tenderloin with winter squash and sauerkraut
Donatella Cinelli Columbini
62
 Duck breast with pancetta, cranberries and a soy reDonatella Cinelli Columbini “Prime Donne”
77
duction
Talenti
75 (2)
Lisini
59
 Spring risotto with asparagus, peas, mushrooms and
La Fortuna
60 (3)
lemon zest
Citelle di Sopra “Poggio Ronconi”
45
 Flourless chocolate cake with espresso whipped cream
Pian dell’Orino “Vigneto del Versante”
99 (1)
Salvioni “la Serbaiolo”
189
The Syracuse (NY) Chapter met on November 29th for a
 The San Luis Obispo (CA) Chapter met on November 18 for presentation and tasting of sparkling ciders from the Finger
a tasting of Zinfandel wines from Amador County, Dry Creek Lakes Cider House at Good Life Farms. Thirty members were
(Sonoma) and Paso Robles that retail at a variety of price
led in the tasting by copoints. Robert Henson, wineowners Melissa Madden
maker at Peachy Canyon Winand Garrett Miller. While
ery in Paso Robles, was our
owning the Interlaken NY
guest and he offered his infarm since 2008, they
sights into the wines we tastopened the cider tasting
ed. Peachy Canyon sources
facility in spring 2015.
grapes from 20 vineyards to
Eight vintage designated
produce about 50,000 cases a
ciders were tasted. The
year, most of it Zinfandel. They
food
pairings
clearly
produce six vineyard designat- demonstrated that quality ciders are as food-friendly as
ed Zinfandels from property on the Westside of the Paso Ro- wines. We were all enlightened to the possibilities that the
bles AVA. Peachy Canyon’s Vortex was the overwhelmingly mighty apple can become!
voted as the best liked wine of the evening.
2015 Hickok Still
$15
2014 J.Dusi “Dante Dusi Vineyard,” Paso Robles $38 (2)
2015 Cazenovia
$18
2015 Bedrock “Esala Vineyard,” Amador County 40
2015 Barrel Rye
18
2014 Ridge “Lytton Springs” (blend), Dry Creek 18
2015 Workhorse
15
2013 Easton, Amador County
15 (3)
2015 Pioneer Pippin
18
2012 Petroncelli “Mother Clone,” Dry Creek
16
2015 Honeoye
16
2014 Adelaida “Adelaida District,” Paso Robles
24
2015 Glacial (375ml)
26
2008 Renwood “Fiddletown,” Amador County
26
2015 Pommeau (375ml)
25
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 The Venice Wine Tasters (FL) Chapter met at the home of
Karen & Leighton Quinn on December 13. Santa
made a "Special Delivery" from some unusual
countries: Bulgaria, Germany, Italy, Spain, Argentina, France and Uruguay. Members were
amazed at how reasonably priced they were.
Wines were chosen for the holidays, people
dropping by and light snacking.
2015 Ulrich Languth Riesling
$15
2015 Armani Pinot Gigio
10
2014 Val Do Sosego Albarino
15 (1)
2015 Mascota Pinot Noir
15
2015 Nobles Rives Syrah
12
2012 Bulgariana Cab. Sauv.
12 (3)
2014 Mascota Malbec
15 (2)
2013 Pisano Tannat
17
2010 Chateau Cantegril Sauternes
30

To be included in the AWS News, e-mail your tasting
info to chapterevents@americanwinesociety.org
Please follow the format specified for Chapter Events. It can
be downloaded from the AWS website
(americanwinesociety.org—Publications—AWS Newsletter).
Please include the cost of the wines you tasted, plus scores
or rankings. This information lets other members know
what you liked and what wines were good values.

Pittsburgh Wine Conference
Sunday, March 19
Masonic Center, North Hills, Pittsburgh, PA
The conference features
 Wine appreciation, education and tastings
 Winemaking seminars
 Showcase of Wines
 Amateur Wine Competition
Created by the American Wine Society chapters of Western
Pennsylvania, it is open to all Wine Appreciators, Winemakers
and Wine Novices to learn more about wine.
More information is available at awspghwineconference.org.

The Eastern Winery Exposition is the largest production
wine and grape trade show and conference east of the
Pacific states. Now in its sixth year, it is designed to provide Eastern U.S. and Canadian wineries and vineyards
with an easily accessible, low-cost professional meeting
with a variety of winery and vineyard suppliers. This year’s
program focus is on Enology, Viticulture, and Money/
Management/Marketing with two full day Workshops dedicated to Bottling & Containers, and Fruit Wine, Cider &
Mead. While there, you can also take advantage of the
License to Steal Marketing Conference.
AWS members save 10% on the registration cost. Get
your discount code from AWS website.

Wine Sales Up in 2016
Wine shipments in the U.S. grew 2.8% in volume last year,
which continues an expansion in wine sales that has lasted
more than 20 years. Domestic wine sales jumped by 4%.
Americans are paying more for their wine too—the average
bottle price surpassed $10 for the first time ever. U.S. and
foreign wineries sold a record 383 million cases of wine in
the US in 2016, according to preliminary figures released
by Beverage World.
Imported wines have captured a large portion of the U.S.
market in a few hot segments, led by Italian Prosecco. It
has grown by 25% and now represents 17% of the market
for bubblies.
Direct-to-consumer wine (DtC) wine also sales climbed
17% in 2016 and now top $2.3 billion. Kent Nowlin reported at the Direct to Consumer Wine Symposium that DtC
wines sales topped 5 million cases in 2016, up from 3 million cases in 2011. Small to medium-sized wineries are
responsible for 67% of the DtC shipments, both in value
and volume.
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2017 American Wine Society
Eastern PA Wine Conference
Saturday, March 11
Lansdale, PA
There’s so much to learn about wine. Come
discover with us.
Wine lovers—Taste and explore exciting wines in seminars
featuring Livermore Valley wines and the 50 minute wine expert designed to help you get more out of what’s in your glass.
Amateur wine makers — Learn winemaking tips and skills
from a panel of experts, including AWS award-winning winemakers and a viticulture specialist from the University of Maryland.
PLUS, help us celebrate AWS’s 50th Anniversary!
Meet winemakers and brand distributors at our 90
of-day Showcase of Wines.

minute end-

All this for just $60 ($65 for non-AWS members)
Stay the night for just $99 additional (Details follow after registering)
Register today before the limited seating sells out!
http://bit.ly/WINE2017
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AWS Educational Foundation
Bonnie Lance
Welcome to 2017!
First, we would like to introduce you to the
members of the 2017 AWSEF Board of Trustee:
Bonnie Lance, President
Jim High, Executive Vice-President & VP Corporate Development
Karl Starkloff, Secretary
Walt Rachele, Treasurer
Kristen Lindelow, VP Scholarships
Danny Klein, VP Private Development
Kristin Kraft, AWS President

3. Your graduate academic transcripts.
Understanding all that goes into the application process by
both the students and the recommenders, we wanted to give
everyone a little more time to prepare their materials before
the school holiday breaks and other deadlines. If you or anyone that you know meets the criteria to be awarded a scholarship, please make sure to refer them to our website:
www.awsef.org. W e w ill be accepting applications until
the March 31st deadline. Remember you can apply more than
once and can be awarded up to two scholarships! Last year we
awarded seven scholarships valued at $3,500 each.
But as always without help from our dedicated donors who
share our goals, the AWSEF cannot continue to award the
amount of scholarships we have given. We are very fortunate
to have the AWS chapters and regions, wine producers and
importers as donors, but there are also mutually beneficial
ways for individuals to assist highly qualified candidates. Here
are some approaches you may wish to consider in the upcoming year:

Please feel free to reach out to any of us if there is anything
that we can do to help you – our contact information is listed
on our website at http://awsef.org/Board.

 Leave the AWSEF a gift in your will or trust

We have hit the ground running in 2017 and each of the three
AWSEF standing committees has conference calls scheduled
during the months of January/February to determine a plan of
action for the upcoming year.

 Remember deceased AWS members with memorial gifts
to the AWSEF

The three standing committees of the AWSEF and their functions are outlined below:
Finance Committee – Develops investment philosophy
and policy. The committee chooses investment vehicles
that match the defined philosophy and policies and then
submits recommendations to the Trustees for approval.
Fundraising Committee – Continuously investigates and
pursues creative new opportunities for fundraising in
support of gaining new scholarship funds for the AWSEF.
Scholarship Committee – Reviews scholarship application
materials and provides guidance to the Trustees on student applications. The committee reviews the student
applications in preparation for the full Board review and
works together with former and prospective students and
schools to get our material distributed to the appropriate
target audience.

 Name the AWSEF as a beneficiary on your IRA, pension
plan or life insurance policy

 Consider using appreciated assets (such as stocks,
bonds, CDs, real estate) as a gift to the AWSEF thereby
realizing potential tax benefits
 Encourage family members and friends to leave gifts or
fundraise on behalf of the AWSEF
 Write a check to the AWSEF today
 Contact your employer about matching gifts to the
AWSEF
 Contact your favorite winery about a named grant or
donation to the AWSEF
You can make a difference through your generous support of
our scholarship program. Remember, your donations are tax
deductible. Thank you again for your support and for helping
us spread the word about the AWSEF!
And most importantly, please check out our 2016 Scholarship
Recipient Video. You can find it
on our website: https://www.awsef.org
our Facebook page
and on youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=NQf2w5qz_l0&t=13s

I know that we had a few people at the 2016 AWS conference
who expressed interest in helping out the AWSEF on the little
pink notecards and your messages have been received. Thank
you very much for your interest. We have a full board meeting
in February and a separate goals meeting in March and at
those times we will discuss the best ways in which you can Please share this video with your local chapter members and
help and reach out to you on the information provided to us.
friends. We were extremely pleased to be able to share it at
The 2017 scholarship application process is now open to quali- the AWS National Conference and wanted to pass it along to
fied candidates – this is a month earlier than we have ever those that could not attend.
opened it! We already have a few candidates who have started
Thank you for your contributions to the AWSEF.
their applications! Complete applications include:
1. Your online application with professional letter of intent and research project importance (parts A and B).
2. Three letters of recommendation, including one from
your advisor.

AWS News February-March 2017

Bonnie

President@AWSEF.org
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AWS website—Online Store
Follow the directions to set up your account and
order from NewChef

