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Wine Tasting Notes

90+ Point Wines under $20.00
Sunday, January 15, 2017

Wine
1. Gruet Blanc de Noirs (New Mexico)

Appearance: (2.57 of 3) Peach, Clear, Bright, Fizzy, Light Yellow, Straw
Aroma/Bouquet: (2.82 of 4) Vanilla, Yeasty, Citrus, Pleasant
Body/Texture: (3.04 of 4) Thin, Smooth, Silky
Taste/Flavor: (3.11 of 4) Fruity, Balanced, Green Apple, Straight Forward, Lemon
Aftertaste: (2.18 of 3) Pleasant, Slightly Bitter, Grassy, Clean, Citrus
Overall Impression: (1.71 of 2)

Price
$16.00

Score
15.43

$14.00

16.36

$16.00

15.89

$19.00

13.82

Overall Score: 15.43 (High: 18.0, Low: 12.0)
Standard Deviation: 1.53

2. Saracco Moscato d'Asti 2015 (Piedmont, Italy)

Appearance: (2.64 of 3) Bright, Slightly Fizzy, Light Straw
Aroma/Bouquet: (3.46 of 4) Citrus, Fruity, Pronounced, Melon, Honeysuckle
Body/Texture: (3.18 of 4) Firm, Full, Medium
Taste/Flavor: (3.21 of 4) Apple, Honey, Peachy, Sugar, Lychee, Orange, Melon
Aftertaste: (2.25 of 3) Lingers, Just Sugary, Very Sweet
Overall Impression: (1.61 of 2)
Overall Score: 16.36 (High: 20.00, Low: 12.5)
Standard Deviation: 2.06

3. La Cana Albarino 2015 (Rias Baixas, Spain)

Appearance: (2.82 of 3) Light Straw, Hazy, Bright
Aroma/Bouquet: (3.18 of 4) Citrus, Slight Floral, Apple
Body/Texture: (3.14 of 4) Smooth, Medium, Bright Acidity
Taste/Flavor: (2.93 of 4) Long, Lemon, Lacks Crispness, Good Acidity, Lemon Peel, Herbs, Pine, “Grapy”
Aftertaste: (2.21 of 3) Short, Lingers, Moves to tart
Overall Impression: (1.61 of 2)
Overall Score: 15.89 (High: 18.00, Low: 13.0)
Standard Deviation: 1.52

4. Royal Tokaji The Oddity Furmint 2013 (Hungary)

Appearance: (2.82 of 3) Yellow, Straw, Dull, Clear
Aroma/Bouquet: (2.89 of 4) Pleasant, Motor Oil, Alcohol, Stone Fruit, Floral
Body/Texture: (2.61 of 4) Thin, Medium, Soft
Taste/Flavor: (2.39 of 4) Bitter, Sour, Acidic, Not Balanced, Very Dry, Oaky
Aftertaste: (1.86 of 3) Harsh, Develops over time, Bitter
Overall Impression: (1.25 of 2)
Overall Score: 13.82 (High: 17.5, Low: 10.5)
Standard Deviation: 2.20

Wine
5. Santa Ema Reserve Merlot 2013 (Maipo Valley, Chile)

Price
$13.00

Score
16.63

$20.00

17.61

$16.00

18.20

Appearance: (2.68 of 3) Dark, Deep Ruby, Almost Black
Aroma/Bouquet: (3.39 of 4) Cedar, Chocolate, Leather, Smoke, Dark Spice, Plum, Blackberry, Buttery
Body/Texture: (3.43 of 4) Multi-Layered, Medium, Smooth
Taste/Flavor: (3.18 of 4) Smoky, Chocolate, Peppery, Cherry, Vanilla, Plum
Aftertaste: (2.36 of 3) Harsh, Pleasant Tannins, Chocolate, Pepper, Plum
Overall Impression: (1.59 of 2)
Overall Score: 16.63 (High: 20.00, Low: 14.0)
Standard Deviation: 1.74

6. Chateau du Gaby 2011 (Fronsac, Bordeaux, France)

85% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Sauvignon and 5% Cabernet Franc
Appearance: (2.96 of 3) Deep, Dense
Aroma/Bouquet: (3.54 of 4) Chocolate, Cherry, Berry, Dark Fruit, Raspberry, Blackberry
Body/Texture: (3.43 of 4) Medium, Firm
Taste/Flavor: (3.50 of 4) Complex, Fruity, Cherry, Cocoa, Cinnamon, Dark Chocolate
Aftertaste: (2.36 of 3) Long Lasting, Short, Dark Chocolate, Dark Fruit
Overall Impression: (1.82 of 2)
Overall Score: 17.61 (High: 20.00, Low: 15.5)
Standard Deviation: 1.15

7. Los Vascos Grande Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 2012 (Rapel Valley, Chile)

75% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Carmenere, 10% Syrah, 5% Malbec
Appearance: (2.96 of 3) Deep, Dark Brick Red
Aroma/Bouquet: (3.46 of 4) Chocolate, Leather, Slight Smoke, Berry, Peppery, Green Vegetable
Body/Texture: (3.5 of 4) Smooth, Medium/Full
Taste/Flavor: (3.7 of 4) Balanced, Robust, Dark Spice, Soft Tannins, Plum, Dark Chocolate, Sweet Spices, Buttery
Aftertaste: (2.66 of 3) Mild Tannins, Long Finish, Spicy
Overall Impression: (1.91 of 2)
Overall Score: 18.2 (High: 20.00, Low: 16.00)
Standard Deviation: 1.30
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“Good” wine cheap! -- 90+ rated wines under $20…Do YOU agree?
100-Point Scale

The 100-point wine-scoring scale was popularized by Wine Spectator magazine and by Robert Parker in his
Wine Advocate newsletter. The effect of a high score from either publication is hard to understate, and can
make or break a wine brand.
There are many who question the value of the 100-point scale, typically because almost all wines evaluated
fall within a narrow band between 85 and 100 points. The system is based on the American high-school
marking system, so the scale starts at 50 (rather than 0), which has led to further criticism. Despite this the 100
-point scale is used by more and more critics – amateur and professional – with each year that passes.
Score
95–100

Explanation
Classic: a great wine

90–94
85–89
80-84
75–79
50–74

Outstanding: a wine of superior character and style
Very good: a wine with special qualities
Good: a solid, well-made wine
Mediocre: a drinkable wine that may have minor flaws
Not recommended

Wine Spectator 100-Point Scale

Users of the 100-point scale include: Robert Parker (Wine Advocate), Wine Spectator, Vinous, Decanter
Magazine, James Suckling, Jamie Goode, Jeff Leve (The Wine Cellar Insider), Wine & Spirits Magazine.

20-Point Scale

The 20-point scale for wine scoring first emerged in 1959. It was developed purely for academic wine
evaluation, by Dr Maynard Amerine of UC Davis' much-respected Viticulture & Enology department. On this
original scale, points were attributed for color, aroma and flavor, as well as more technical qualities including
the balance of sugars, acids, tannins and volatile acidity. Even today the 20-point scale retains a slightly
technical, traditional feel. One of its key proponents is Jancis Robinson.
Score
20
19
18
17
16
15

Explanation
Truly exceptional
A humdinger
A cut above superior
Superior
Distinguished
Average

14
13
12

Deadly dull
Borderline faulty or unbalanced
Faulty or unbalanced

Jancis Robinson's 20-Point Scale

Users of the 20-point scale include: Jancis Robinson, Bettane & Desseauve, Gault & Millau, La Revue du Vin
de France, Vinum Magazine.

The Wine Rating Bell Curve
5 years of wine ratings (2009-2013) from Wine Spectator

It’s interesting to see that the average rating is a bell curve around 87-89 points.
Gruet Blanc de Noirs
Non-Vintage Sparkling Wine from New Mexico

$15.99

Winemaker's Notes: The rich and toasty character of the Blanc de Noirs is balanced and superb. Aged for twoyear minimum, the palate is developed and shows rich complex flavors. The amazing berries aromas and the
creamy texture play a leading role and create a great finesse. Winemaker's Note: A fine salmon color,
aggressive mousse and a lovely fruity wine with plenty of immediate charm and toasty aromas. There is also
an explosive juicy flavor of raspberry.
Critical Acclaim: Wilfred Wong, Wine.com 90
Wilfred Wong of Wine.com - "Make no mistake, Gruet with its American appellation, produces top sparkling
wines and the NV Gruet Blanc de Noirs is one the winery's most consistent efforts. Enjoy this with fresh
salmon sashimi when you are on the coast. Light salmon color, pleasant mousse, some dried leaves and ripe
berries in the nose, classic aromas; medium bodied; dry, soft acidity, well balanced; bright red fruit flavors,
some earth and yeastiness; medium finish. (Tasted: August 24, 2015, San Francisco, CA)"
Saracco Moscato d'Asti 2015
Muscat from Piedmont, Italy

$13.99

Winemaker's Notes: Saracco Moscato is as sweet and seductive as the hills where it is born and grows; as
vibrant and sharp as the mountains that surround and protect the land on the horizon; refreshing and
effervescent, like the wind rushing down from the Alps towards our hills. Served cold with its delicate and
persistent bubbles, it is like a refreshing shower in summer.
Critical Acclaim: Wine Enthusiast 92
Wine Enthusiast - "Intensely aromatic, this opens with tantalizing scents of citrus blossom, yellow peach and
aromatic herb. The creamy, foaming palate offers apricot, candied tangerine zest, lemon drop and a note of
crystallized ginger. Bright acidity and a hint of thyme lift the rich flavors. Editors' Choice."
Robert Parker's The Wine Advocate 90
The Wine Advocate - "The 2015 Moscato d'Asti shows sweet sensations of honey, white flower and citrus.
The wine is fresh and buoyant with herbs and chopped sage at the back. Light effervescence adds to the wine's
intensity and momentum. There is enormous softness here with creamy vanilla and tangy orange twist."

La Cana Albarino 2015
Albarino from Rias Baixas, Spain

$15.99

Winemaker's Notes: This wine is a riper style of Albarino. On the palate, it's gentle and peachy with some
lingering mineral and rock notes that add complexity and exemplify classic Rías Baixas character. The finish
shows peach, yellow apple, and even some tropical fruits.
Critical Acclaim: Wine Spectator 90
Wine Spectator - "Bright acidity focuses the generous texture in this bold white. Offers peach, apple and
blanched almond flavors, accented by hints of mineral, toast and fresh herbs. Clean and focused, with the
stuffing to age. Drink now through 2020. "
Royal Tokaji The Oddity Furmint 2013
Other White Wine from Hungary

$18.99

Winemakers Notes: White Fruity & Smooth
The Oddity is a crisp wine with lovely acidity. It is complex, elegant and balanced, exhibiting plenty of fruit
on the nose and palate. The Oddity can be enjoyed by the glass with a bowl of olives; it partners well with
dishes with chili and warm spices as well ascream sauces or garlic.
Royal Tokaji has experimented with many tastes and finds this to be a most agreeable food wine, particularly
if you are eating Asian food—perfection.
Critical Acclaim: Wine & Spirits 91
Wine & Spirits - "The cuvée formally known simply as “Dry Furmint,” The Oddity is especially firm and
savory in 2013. It feels tightly packed and withheld, the flavors wrapped in stony layers of minerality; the
energy it gives off, a rumble of furmint acidity and volcanic stone, suggests there’s lots more to come. Give it
another year and decant for pork trotters."
Santa Ema Reserve Merlot 2013
Merlot from Maipo Valley, Chile

$12.99

Winemaker's Notes: Deep violet ruby-red. Very fruity wine with spices aromas of plums, blackberries, and
accompanied by intense notes of caramel and vanilla. Soft, ripe tannins lend good structure and balance.
Drink with red meats, white meats, pastas, game birds, and cheeses.
Critical Acclaim: Wine Spectator 90
Wine Spectator - "A lush and spicy style, with concentrated flavors of dark cherry, plum and dried raspberry
that are creamy and rich-tasting. Milk chocolate and loads of Asian spice details fill in on the finish, revealing
some savory touches. Drink now through 2019. "
Chateau du Gaby 2011
$19.99
Bordeaux Red Blends from Fronsac, Bordeaux, France
Winemaker's Notes: The blend is 85% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Sauvignon and 5% Cabernet Franc, producing
a wine with purity, ripe tannins, and admirable persistence on the palate.
Critical Acclaim: Robert Parker's The Wine Advocate 92
The Wine Advocate - "Gaby's new consultant, Dr. Alain Raynaud, has brought the best out of this property,
fashioning a sleeper of the vintage. An impressive blend of 80% Merlot and 20% Cabernet Franc, the 2011
Gaby is deep, rich and concentrated. The only other Fronsacs / Canon-Fronsacs with this level of intensity and
opulence are La Vieille Cure, Haut Carles and Fontenil. Enjoy this beauty over the next decade.
Barrel Sample: 90-92 Points"
Wine Spectator 90
Wine Spectator - "The solid core of damson plum, raspberry coulis and blackberry preserves flavors is lined
with singed savory, tobacco and charcoal notes. Offers a juicy edge on the finish. Best from 2015 through
2020. 3,300 cases made."

Los Vascos Grande Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 2012 $15.99
Cabernet Sauvignon from Colchagua Valley, Rapel Valley, Chile
Winemaker's Notes: Deep ruby red robe. Expressive nose with fruity aromas reminiscent of plums,
blueberries and ripe blackberries that blend superbly with notes of bitter chocolate, cocoa, mocha, coffee,
toasted sesame, cassis liqueur, tobacco, and black pepper.Sober and elegant mouthfeel with gentle and refined
yet persistent and tasty tannins that offer a pleasing sensation filled with characteristics of the terroir.
Blend: 75% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Carmenere, 10% Syrah, 5% Malbec
Critical Acclaim: Wilfred Wong, Wine.com 92
Wilfred Wong of Wine.com - "Looks like one of the greatest Cabernet deals in the world, the 2012 Los
Vascos Grande Reserve has it all; ripe fruit, fine depth and pleasing finesse. Time to dial up a medium rare rib
eye of beef. Deep dark ruby in color; bold, ripe red and black fruit in the nose; nicely packed on the palate,
smooth tannins; substantial ripe fruit flavors that excite the palate; medium to long in the finish. (Tasted:
February 1, 2016, San Francisco, CA)"
JamesSuckling.com 91
James Suckling - "This is a juicy and dense wine yet it remains agile and pretty with chocolate, berry and
spice character. Hints of mint too. Medium to full body, delicious fruit and a long and intense finish. 75%
cabernet sauvignon, 10% carmenere, 10% syrah, and 5% malbec. The cabernet shows beauty."
Wine Enthusiast 90
Wine Enthusiast - "Cherry, cassis, leather and mineral aromas make for a lively bouquet. This is round and
full on the palate, with welcome division among its layers. Ripe blackberry, fig and chocolate flavors finish
lightly baked and heady, showing depth. Drink through 2018. "

A Pragmatic Approach to Using Wine Ratings (from Wine Folly)
The 100-point wine rating system has become the benchmark of quality in the wine industry. If you
have ever looked around for good value ’90-point’ wine, then you have used ratings. The system does
rate some aspects of wine quite well, including production quality, but there are a few inconsistencies
that you should know about in order to shop smart.
See how wine ratings work, know their shortcomings, and then get a few pragmatic solutions that will
improve how you buy wine.
A Pragmatic Approach to Wine Ratings
How Wine Ratings Came to Be
Wine Ratings were first popularized in the 1980’s by one writer who went against the grain to rate
wines for consumers. His name was Robert Parker. Today, Parker is the most recognized wine critic
and his 100-point system is generally considered the standard scale by which the critics rate wine.
Wine Ratings Explained
Wine ratings don’t necessarily indicate how delicious a wine is. Instead, wines are scored based on
production quality and typicity. Typicity is how much the traits of a particular wine ‘typify’ the style
and region it’s from.
The 100-point Scale
The 100-point scale actually starts at 50 points (and some raters never include wines below 80):
50-59 wines are flawed and undrinkable
60-69 wines are flawed and not recommended but drinkable
70-79 wines are flawed and taste average
80-84 wines are ‘above average’ to ‘good’
85-90 wines are ‘good’ to ‘very good’
90-94 wines are ‘superior’ to ‘exceptional’
95-100 wines are benchmark examples or ‘classic’

The Wine Rating Bell Curve
5 years of wine ratings (2009-2013) from Wine Spectator

It’s interesting to see that the average rating is a bell curve around 87-89 points.

The Problems With Wine Ratings
Problem #1: Critics have different opinions

While experienced critics can easily agree on production quality of a wine, they start to disagree with
each other when wines get into the 90+ range. There are basically two schools of thought when it
comes to grading wines in the 90+ category:
The critics who prefer wines that are complex and bold
The critics who prefer wines that are complex and subtle
Solution: Size up the source
If you’re going to buy based on ratings, you should look into the source. Some critics are known for
typically giving lower ratings to wines than other critics do. It’s good to know this, because you
might really like an 87-88 point wine that you wouldn’t have normally considered.
TIP: Wines reviewed by panels tend to be consistent, but rarely give point scores above 96.
Problem #2: Equally rated wines from different regions taste very different
If you love Napa Sauvignon Blanc and buy an equally rated Pouilly-Fumé –a Sauvignon Blanc from
France– the rating doesn’t guarantee you’ll like it. This is because each region tastes remarkably
different.
Solution: Use ratings to just regions you know
The best way to consistently buy wine you like is to learn about what you like and why. Ratings can
help you find quality wines from new regions but you’ll have to do your own leg work to read in
between the lines to factor in personal style. Start learning about the wine regions you like and go
beyond just scores.
Check out:
Develop your palate by Learning to Actively Taste Wine
TIP: Learn to read in between the lines. Find out what wine descriptions really mean.

Problem #3: There is more unrated wine than rated wine
Some individual wine critics will taste up to 700 wines in just a few days and Wine Spectator rates a
whopping 16,000 wines a year. While these numbers are astounding, they are a drop in the bucket of
all the unique wines that come out each year, every year.
Solution: Don’t worry if the wine isn’t rated
If you’re trying to decide between 2 equal looking wines and one is rated and the other is not, that
doesn’t necessarily mean the rated wine is better.
Problem #4: Low ratings are never published
When was the last time you saw a wine on the shelf that proudly stated “79-points!” While low
ratings do exist, you’ll never see them. It’s not easy to freely look up this information because wine
rating sites charge for access. The reason for this is because retailers are willing to pay for access to
ratings in order to sell wine.
Solution: Use alternative resources for opinions
One alternative tool is to look at crowd sourced rating sites like cellartracker.
Problem #5: Each site’s rating scale is slightly different
If you actually go to the trouble to look up all the major wine rating sites’ standards, you’ll see that
the numbers above are not a standard. Each reviewer weighs their point scale slightly differently. A
perfect example of where this goes wrong is below:
Wine & Spirits Magazine says: 86 to 89 — highly recommended
Wine Enthusiast Magazine says: 85-89 — Very good. May offer outstanding value if the price is
right.
‘Highly recommended’ sounds much more appealing to ‘very good… if the price is right.’ Who would
have thunk that an 89-point wine from W&S should carry more value than an 89-point wine from
WE.
Solution: We need a standard rating system.
Let’s get everyone together and standardize this.
Problem #6: Ratings shape the growth of regions
If you’re a winemaker and your neighbor gets a 100 point rated wine, then you might start emulating
them to grow your business. While this isn’t a bad thing, it does cause homogeny over time in a wine
region. Homogenous agricultural regions are highly susceptible to problems like disease, drought or
economic downturn when market preference changes.
Solution: Drink outside the box
Never stop exploring new wines, you can start by looking at an infographic that arranges wine by
taste.
Conclusion
Wine ratings can be very useful when paired with your ability to be curious and seek more
knowledge.

